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The curtain is opened. The priest, vested in light-colored epitra-
chelion and cuffs, goes out to stand before the closed holy doors. 

Priest:  Blessed is our God, always, now and ever 
and unto ages of ages. 
 
Reader: Amen. Glory to You, O God, glory to you. 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have 
mercy on us. (3x) 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, 
cleanse us from our sins. O Master, pardon our 
transgressions. O Holy One, visit and heal our infir-
mities, for Your Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy. (3x) 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
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those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. 
Priest:  For Thine is the Kingdom and the power 
and the glory, of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
 
Reader: Amen. Lord, have mercy (12x). Glory to the 
Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now 
and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Come, let us worship God our King. 
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, 

our King and our God. 
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ 

Himself, our King and our God. 
Psalm 104 (103 LXX) 

Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
O Lord my God, You are very great. 
You are clothed with honor and majesty, 
covered with light as with a garment. 
You stretch out the heavens like a curtain, 
You cover Your high halls with the waters, 
You make the clouds Your staircase, 
You ascend on the wings of the wind, 
You make Your angels spirits, 
and Your ministers – a flame of fire. 
You set the earth on its foundations, 
so that it will never be shaken. 
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You cover it with the deep as with a garment, 
the waters stood above the mountains. 
At Your rebuke they flee, 
at the sound of Your thunder, 
they tremble with fear. 
The mountains rise up, 
and the valleys run down to the place 
that You appointed for them. 
You set a boundary that waters may not pass, 
so that they might not again cover the earth. 
You make springs gush forth in the valleys, 
the waters flow between the hills, 
giving drink to every wild animal, 
the wild donkeys will quench their thirst. 
By the streams the birds of the air 
have their habitation, 
they sing among the branches. 
From Your lofty abode You water the mountains, 
the earth is satisfied with the fruit of Your works. 
You cause the grass to grow for the cattle, 
and plants for people to use, 
to bring bread from the earth, 
and wine to gladden the heart of people, 
oil to make the face shine, 
and bread to strengthen people’s hearts. 
The trees of the plain are full of fruit, 
the cedars of Lebanon that You planted. 
In them the birds build their nests, 
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the stork has its home in the fir trees. 
The high mountains are for the deer, 
the rocks are a refuge for the rabbits. 
You have made the moon to mark the seasons, 
the sun knows its time for setting. 
You make darkness, and it is night, 
when all the animals of the forest come creeping out. 
The young lions roar for their prey, 
seeking their food from God. 
When the sun rises, 
they withdraw and lie down in their dens. 
People go out to their work and labor until the evening. 
O Lord, how manifold are Your works. 
In wisdom You have made them all, 
the earth is filled with Your creation. 
There is the sea, great and wide, 
creeping things are innumerable there, 
living things both small and great. 
There go the ships, and Leviathan 
that You formed to play in it. 
All of them look to You 
to give them their food in due season, 
when You give it to them, they gather it up, 
when You open Your hand, 
all things are filled with Your goodness. 
But when You turn Your face away, 
they are troubled. 
When You take away their breath, 
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they die and return to their dust. 
When You send out Your spirit, they are created, 
and You renew the face of the earth. 
May the glory of the Lord endure forever, 
may the Lord rejoice in His works. 
He looks on the earth and it trembles, 
He touches the mountains and they smoke. 
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live, 
I will sing praises to my God as long as I exist. 
May my words be pleasing to Him, 
for I rejoice in the Lord. 
Let sinners be consumed from the earth, 
and let the wicked be no more. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
The sun knows its time for setting, 
You make darkness, and it is night. 
O Lord, how manifold are Your works, 
in wisdom You have made them all. 

 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, glory to You, O God. (3x) 
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the Great Litany 
Priest:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Singers: Lord, have mercy. (after each petition) 

For the peace from above and for the salvation of 
our souls, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the welfare 
of the holy churches of God, and for the union of all, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

For this holy house and for those who enter it 
with faith, reverence, and the fear of God, let us pray 
to the Lord. 

For our Patriarch [name], for our Bishop (or Arch-
bishop, or Metropolitan) [name], for the honorable 
priesthood, the diaconate in Christ, for all the clergy 
and the people, let us pray to the Lord. 

For this country, its president, for all civil author-
ities, and for the armed forces, let us pray to the Lord. 

For this city, for every city and countryside, and for 
the faithful dwelling in them, let us pray to the Lord. 

For seasonable weather, for abundance of the 
fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray 
to the Lord. 

For travelers by land, by sea, and by air; for the 
sick and the suffering; for captives and their salva-
tion, let us pray to the Lord. 

That we may be delivered from all affliction, 
wrath, danger, and necessity, let us pray to the Lord. 



V E S P E R S  w i t h  t h e  R I T E  o f  F O R G I V E N E S S  

7 

Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and protect 
us, O God, by Your grace. 

Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most 
blessed and glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-virgin 
Mary with all the saints, let us surrender ourselves 
and each other and all our life unto Christ our God. 
Singers: To You, O Lord. 
Priest:  For to You belong all glory, honor and wor-
ship, to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
Singers: Amen. 

Lord, I call… 
Psalm 141 (140 LXX) 

Singers: in the tone of the week 
Lord, I call upon You, hear me. 
Hear me, O Lord. 
Lord, I call upon You, hear me. 
Receive the voice of my prayer, 
when I call upon You. 
Hear me, O Lord. 
Let my prayer arise 
in Your sight as incense, 
and let the lifting up of my hands 
be an evening sacrifice. 
Hear me, O Lord. 

Reader: Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord, 
keep watch over the door of my lips. 
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Do not incline my heart to evil words 
that make excuses for evil men 
to work their lawlessness. 
Do not let me join their inner circle. 
Let the righteous person correct me with mercy, 
and reprove me. 
Never let the oil of the wicked anoint my head, 
for my prayer is continually 
against their wicked deeds. 
Their judges were smashed on the rock, 
although they heard my pleasant words. 
Like a lump of ground is broken apart on the land, 
so their bones were scattered in hell. 
But my eyes are turned to You, O God, 
My Lord, in You I hope, do not take my soul away. 
Guard me from the trap that they have set for me, 
and from the stumbling blocks of evildoers. 
Sinners will fall into their own nets, 
while I alone escape. 

Psalm 142 (141 LXX) 
I cried to the Lord with my voice, 
with my voice I prayed to the Lord. 
I pour out my petition before Him, 
I declare my afflictions in His presence. 
When my spirit was failing me, 
then You knew my way. 
In the way where I walk, 



V E S P E R S  w i t h  t h e  R I T E  o f  F O R G I V E N E S S  

9 

they have hidden a trap for me. 
I looked on my right hand 
and saw that no one took notice of me, 
no refuge remained for me, 
no one cared for my soul. 
I cried to You, O Lord, saying, 
“You are my hope, 
my portion in the land of the living.” 
Give heed to my cry, for I am greatly humbled. 
Save me from my persecutors, 
for they are too strong for me. 
Bring my soul out of prison, 
that I may praise Your Name, O Lord. 
The righteous will wait for me, 
until You reward me. 

Psalm 130 (129 LXX) 
Out of the depths I cry to You, O Lord. Lord, hear 

my voice. 
Penitential Hymns , in the tone of Lord, I call 

Reader: Let Your ears be attentive to the voice of my 
supplications. 
Singers: the first penitential hymn. 
Reader: If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, 
who could stand? For there is forgiveness with You. 
Singers: the second penitential hymn. 
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Reader: For Your Name’s sake, O Lord, I wait for 
You. I wait for the Lord, my soul waits for Your 
word, my soul hopes in the Lord. 
Singers: the third penitential hymn. 
Reader: From the morning watch until night, from 
the morning watch let Israel hope in the Lord. 
Singers: the fourth penitential hymn. 

Hymns  from the Triodion , tone 2 
Reader: For with the Lord there is mercy, and with 
Him is abundant redemption. And He will redeem 
Israel from all his iniquities. 
Singers: Let us humble the flesh by abstinence, 

as we follow the divine path of pure fasting. 
With prayers and tears 
let us seek the Lord, Who saves us. 
Let us put an end to anger, crying out, 
“Save us for we have sinned against You. 
Save us, O Christ our King, 
as You saved the men of Nineveh, 
and make us partakers of Your heavenly Kingdom, 
O compassionate One.” 

Psalm 117 (116 LXX) 
Reader: Praise the Lord, all you nations. Praise Him, 
all you peoples. 
Singers: When I think of my deeds, O Lord, 

I am filled with despair, 
and know that I am worthy of every torment. 
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I have despised Your commandments, O Savior. 
I have spent my life as a prodigal. 
I pray to You, O only merciful One, 
“Cleanse me by repentance, 
enlighten me through prayers and fasting, 
and despise me not, most gracious Benefactor of all.” 

Reader: For His mercy rules over us, and the truth 
of the Lord endures forever. 
Singers: Let us begin the fast with joy. 

Let us prepare ourselves for spiritual efforts. 
Let us cleanse our soul and cleanse our flesh. 
Let us abstain from every passion 
as we abstain from food. 
Let us rejoice in virtues of the Spirit 
and fulfill them in love, 
that we all may see the Passion of Christ our God, 
and rejoice in spirit at the holy Pascha. 

Theotokion , tone 2 
Reader:  Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Singers:  A multitude of your Son’s angels, O pure one, 

praise you with thrice-holy songs 
as His Living Ark and Fiery Throne. 
The Divine Ladder, which form earth ascends to Him. 
“Rejoice, O Full of Grace,” 
they sing with archangel Gabriel 
for you gave birth to the Fountain of Joy. 
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the Small Entrance 

Priest:  Wisdom. Stand upright. 
Singers:  O Gladsome Light of the holy glory of the Im-
mortal Father, Heavenly, Holy, Blessed Jesus Christ. 
Now that we have come to the setting of the sun and 
behold the light of evening, we praise God: Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. For meet it is at all times to wor-
ship Thee with voices of praise, O Son of God and 
Giver of Life. Therefore, all the world glorifies Thee. 

the Great Prokeimenon  

Priest:  Let us attend. Peace be unto all. 
Singers: And to your spirit. 
Priest:  Wisdom. The Great Prokeimenon in the 8th 
tone: Turn not away Your face from Your child, for I 
am afflicted. / Hear me speedily. Draw near unto my 
soul and deliver it. (Psalm 69:17-18) 
Verse: Let Your salvation, O God, uphold me. (Psalm 69:29) 
Verse: Let the poor see and be glad. (Psalm 69:32) 
Verse: Seek God, and your soul will live. (Psalm 69:32) 

With the conclusion of the Great Prokeimenon the Great Lent begins. 

After the Prokeimenon the priest changes from light-colored vest-
ments into dark-colored. 

Reader: Grant, O Lord, to keep us this night without 
sin. Blessed are You, O Lord God of our fathers, and 
praised and glorified is Your Name forever. Amen. 
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Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us even as we 
have set our hope on You. Blessed are You, O Lord, 
teach me Your statutes. Blessed are You, O Master, 
make me to understand Your commandments. 
Blessed are You, O Holy One, enlighten me with 
Your precepts. 

Your mercy, O Lord, endures forever. Do not des-
pise the works of Your hands. To You belongs wor-
ship. To You belongs praise. To You belongs glory, 
to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

the Evening Litany 

Priest:  Let us complete our evening prayer to the Lord. 
Singers: Lord, have mercy. (Lenten melody) 

Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and protect 
us, O God, by Your grace. 
Singers: Lord, have mercy. 

That the whole evening may be perfect, holy, 
peaceful, and sinless, let us ask of the Lord. 
Singers: Grant this, O Lord. (after each petition) 

An angel of peace, a faithful guide, a guardian of 
our souls and bodies, let us ask of the Lord. 

Forgiveness and remission of our sins and trans-
gressions, let us ask of the Lord. 

All things good and beneficial for our souls, and 
peace for the world, let us ask of the Lord. 

That we may complete the remaining time of our 
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life in peace and repentance, let us ask of the Lord. 
A Christian ending to our life, painless, blame-

less, and peaceful, and a good account before the 
Great Judgment Seat of Christ, let us ask. 

Commemorating our most holy, most pure, most 
blessed and glorious Lady Theotokos and Ever-virgin 
Mary with all the saints, let us surrender ourselves, 
each other, and all our life unto Christ our God. 
Singers: To You, O Lord. 
Priest:  For You are a good God and love mankind, 
and to You we give glory, to the Father and to the 
Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto 
ages of ages. 
Singers: Amen. 
 
Priest:  Peace be unto all. 
Singers: And to your spirit. 
Priest:  Let us bow our heads unto the Lord. 
Singers: To You, O Lord. 
Priest:  O Lord our God, You bowed the heavens and 
came down for the salvation of the human race: Look 
upon Your servants and Your inheritance, for to You, 
the fearful Judge Who yet love mankind, we have 
bowed our heads and submissively inclined our necks, 
not awaiting help from men, but asking Your mercy 
and looking confidently for Your salvation. Guard us 
at all times, both during this present evening and in 
the coming night, from every enemy, from every 
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adverse power of the devil, from vain thoughts, and 
from evil imaginations. Blessed and glorified be the 
power of Your Kingdom, of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
Singers: Amen. 

the Aposticha 
Singers: tone 4 

Your grace shone forth, O Lord: 
the grace which illumines our soul. 
This is the acceptable time. 
This is the time of repentance. 
Let us lay aside the works of darkness 
and put on the armor of light, 
that passing through the Fast 
as through a great sea 
we may reach the Resurrection on the third day 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Savior of our souls. 
 

Reader: I life up my eyes to You, enthroned in the 
heavens. Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the 
hand of their master, as the eyes of a maid look to 
the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to 
the Lord our God, until He has mercy on us. Have 
mercy on us, O Lord, have mercy on us, for we have 
had more than enough of contempt. Our soul has 
had more than its fill with the scorn of those who 
are at ease, the contempt to the proud. (Psalm 123) 
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Singers: You are glorified 
in the memory of Your saints, 
O Christ God. 
At their supplications, 
send down on us Your great mercy. 

 
Reader:  Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
Singers: Theotokion, tone 4 

The angelic hosts glorify you, O Mother of God, 
for you gave birth to God, 
co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, 
Who, by His own desire, 
created the angelic hosts out of nothing. 
Beseech Him to deliver from corruption 
and to enlighten the souls 
of those who rightly praise you, 
O most pure one. 

the Prayer  of Saint Symeon 

Reader: Lord, now You let Your servant depart in 
peace, according to Your word. For my eyes have seen 
Your salvation, which You have prepared before the 
face of all people: a light to enlighten the nations, and 
the glory of Your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 
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Everyone: Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be 
Thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us, and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. 
Priest:  For Thine is the Kingdom and the power 
and the glory, of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 

Lenten Troparia 
Singers: Amen. 
Tone 8: Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, 

Mary full of grace, the Lord is with you. 
Blessed are you among women 
and blessed is the Fruit of your womb, 
for you have borne the Savior of our souls. 

(all, who are able, make a full PROSTRATION) 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

O Baptizer of Christ, remember us all, 
that we may be delivered from our iniquities, 
for to you is given grace to intercede for us. 

(all, who are able, make a full PROSTRATION) 
 
Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Intercede for us, O holy apostles 
and all the saints, 
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that we may be delivered 
from perils and sorrows, 
for we have acquired you 
as fervent intercessors before the Savior. 

(all, who are able, make a full PROSTRATION) 
 

Beneath your compassion we take refuge, 
O Theotokos. 
Do not despise our supplications in adversity, 
but deliver us from perils, 
O only pure and only blessed one. 

(no prostration) 
 
Reader: Lord, have mercy. (12x) 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

More honorable than the Cherubim, and more 
glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim, with-
out corruption you gave birth to God the Word, true 
Theotokos, we magnify you. 

In the Name of the Lord, father bless. 
Priest:  Christ our God, the Existing One, is blessed 
always, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
Reader: Amen. 

O Heavenly King, establish the Orthodox Chris-
tians, confirm our faith, guide the nations, give 
peace to the world, and preserve this church. Grant 
repose to our departed fathers and mothers, brothers 
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and sisters in the dwelling places of the Righteous. 
Receive us in repentance and confession, for You are 
good and love mankind. 

Prayer  of Saint Ephraim  the Syrian 
Priest:  O Lord and Master of my life, give me not the 
spirit of sloth, despair, lust of power, and idle talk. 

(all, who are able, make a full PROSTRATION) 
But give rather the spirit of chastity, humility, pa-

tience, and love to Your servant. 
(all, who are able, make a full PROSTRATION) 

Yea, O Lord and King, grant me to see my own 
transgressions and not to judge my brother and sis-
ter, for You are blessed, unto ages of ages. Amen. 

(all, who are able, make a full PROSTRATION) 

The priest goes back to the solea for the dismissal. 

Priest:  Glory to You, O Christ, our God and our 
hope, glory to You. 
Singers: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to 
the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
Amen. 

Lord, have mercy (3x). Father, bless. 
Priest:  May Christ our true God, by the prayers of 
His most pure Mother; by the protection of the hon-
orable bodiless powers of heaven; by the prayers of 
the holy Prophet, Forerunner, and Baptist John, the 
heavenly intercessor of our community; by the 
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prayers of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, 
Joachim and Anna, and by the prayers of all the 
saints, have mercy on us, and save us, for He is good 
and loves mankind. 
Singers: Amen. 

Rite of Forgiveness 
The priest says a short sermon on the topic of forgiveness. 

After the sermon, he asks forgiveness from everyone, and the peo-
ple answer: 

God forgive you and have mercy on you. 
 

After this, everyone comes up to venerate the icon in the center of 
the church and ask forgiveness from each other in the following 

manner: 

You say: Forgive me, a sinner. 
Response: God forgives and I forgive. Forgive me, a 
sinner. 
 
Meanwhile, the choir sings “Open to me the doors of re-
pentance…” and/or the Paschal Canon and Aposticha (“Let 
God arise…”). 
Please return this booklet at the conclusion 

of Vespers. 
Thank you and God bless. 



 

 



	

 

 


