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hrough the prayers of our holy fathers and mother, O Lord Jesus Christ, 
our God, have mercy on us. Amen. 

 
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon 

those in the tombs bestowing life! (3x) 
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x) 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever 

and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, cleanse us from our sins. 

O Master, pardon our transgressions. O Holy One, visit and heal our 
infirmities, for Your Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy. (3x) Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 

Lord, have mercy. (3x) Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Come, let us worship God our King. 
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and 

our God. 
 
 

T 
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Psalm 51 (50 LXX) 
A prayer of repentance 

Have mercy on me, O God, in Your great mercy, 
and in the abundance of Your compassions 
blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my lawlessness, 
and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is always before me. 
Against You alone have I sinned, 
and done evil before You, 
so that You are justified in Your words 
and victorious in Your judgment. 
For, behold, I was conceived in iniquity, 
and in sin my mother gave birth to me. 
For, behold, You love truth, 
You revealed to me the unknown 
and secret things of Your wisdom. 
Sprinkle me with hyssop, and I will be cleansed. 
Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
Make me to hear joy and gladness, 
let the bones that You have humbled rejoice. 
Turn Your face away from my sins, 
and blot out all my transgressions. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right Spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from Your presence, 
and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
and establish me with Your guiding Spirit. 
Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, 
and sinners will return to You. 
Rescue me from bloodshed, O God, the God of my salvation, 
and my tongue will rejoice at Your righteousness. 



TUESDAY, MAY 5 

 3 

O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare Your praise, 
for if You had desired sacrifice, I would have given it, 
You will not take pleasure in whole burnt offerings. 
The sacrifice to God is a broken spirit, 
a broken and humbled heart God will not despise. 
Do good, O Lord, to Zion, in Your good pleasure, 
and let the walls of Jerusalem be rebuilt. 
Then You will be pleased with the sacrifice of righteousness, 
with offerings and whole-burnt offerings, 
then bulls will be offered on Your altar. 
 

“Lord, I call…” at Vespers of Tuesday of the third week of Pascha 
 
Verse: If You will mark iniquities O Lord, Lord, who can stand? For with You 
there is forgiveness. 

When the myrrh-bearing women, O Christ, came early in the morning 
seeking after You, the Life of all, carrying spices and myrrh. Constrained by 
their love they wept inconsolably, and they heard a young man speak from 
within the tomb, “Leave off your weeping. Rather, be glad and rejoice now, 
since you have received your salvation, and proclaim the Lord’s arising to 
all.” 
Verse: For Your Name’s sake have I waited patiently for You, O Lord. My 
soul has patiently waited for Your word, my soul has hoped in the Lord. 

O noble Joseph, we know you to be a cherubic chariot, since you bore 
Christ the King in your arms when you took Him down from the Cross. 
Therefore, we bless your divine hands and eyes, and your palms we now 
honor, by which you were deemed worthy to carry the Sun and the Word to 
His tomb and place Him in it. Therefore, with love we acclaim your godly 
memory. 
Verse: From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch: let 
Israel hope in the Lord. 

The feast of the myrrh-bearers and of the noble Joseph has now appeared 
to us, as if another Paradise bearing a fount of life. It wells up for all the 
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world with waters of grace, and it pours out in strength the Resurrection’s 
streams. Thus, the faithful keep feast and cry aloud, “Glory to Him Who has 
bestowed grace and Resurrection upon all the World. 
Verse: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and 
ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Rising up early and coming with earnestness to Your tomb, the myrrh- 
bearers sought for You so as to anoint Your immaculate Body, O Christ. 
And having been told by the words of the angel, they preached to the 
apostles the tokens of joy: That the Author of our salvation is risen, having 
despoiled death, and granting the world eternal life and great mercy.  
 

Today’s Scripture readings 
Acts 8:5-17 

5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the Christ to 
them. 6 The crowds with one accord listened eagerly to what was said by 
Philip, hearing and seeing the signs that he did, 7 for unclean spirits, crying 
with loud shrieks, came out of many who were possessed; and many others 
who were paralyzed or lame were cured. 8 So there was great joy in that city. 
9 Now a certain man named Simon had previously practiced magic in the 
city and amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he was someone 
great. 10 All of them, from the least to the greatest, listened to him eagerly, 
saying, “This man is the power of God that is called Great.” 11 And they 
listened eagerly to him because for a long time he had amazed them with 
his magic. 12 But when they believed Philip, who was proclaiming the good 
news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were 
baptized, both men and women. 13 Even Simon himself believed. After being 
baptized, he stayed constantly with Philip and was amazed when he saw the 
signs and great miracles that took place. 
14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the 
word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 The two went down and 
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the 
Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus). 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, 
and they received the Holy Spirit. 
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John 6:27-33 

27 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for 
eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God 
the Father has set his seal.” 28 Then they said to him, “What must we do to 
perform the works of God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of 
God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 30 So they said to him, 
“What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe 
you? What work are you performing? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the 
wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to 
eat.’” 32 Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses 
who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the 
true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is He Who comes down 
from heaven and gives life to the world.” 
 

Prayers to end the pandemic of coronavirus 
Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 God Almighty, Lord of heaven and earth, and of all creation visible 
and invisible: In Your inexpressible goodness, look down upon us, 

Your people gathered in Your Holy Name. Be our helper and defender in 
this day of affliction, for You know all our weaknesses and hear our cry in 
repentance and contrition of heart. O loving Lord, deliver us from the 
impending threat of the coronavirus. Send Your angel to watch over us and 
protect us. Grant health and recovery to those suffering from this virus. 
Guide the hands of the physicians and heal Your servants through them. 
Grant wisdom to those who are working on the vaccine for this virus. And 
preserve those who are healthy. Enable us to continue to serve our suffering 
brothers and sisters in peace that together we may glorify Your most 
honorable and majestic Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 

 Lord Jesus Christ, in Your loving care, You traveled through towns 
and villages healing every disease and sickness, and at Your 

command, the sick were made well: Yourself now come to our aid, in the 

O 

O 
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midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, and grant us to experience the 
miracle Your healing love. 
Comfort the families of those who are sick or have died. May they regain 
their strength and health through quality medical care. And as they worry 
and grieve, defend them from illness and despair. 
Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and 
neighbors from helping one another. 
Guide the hands of the doctors and nurses and all medical professionals who 
seek to heal and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the 
process. And impart Your wisdom on the researchers working on the 
vaccine for coronavirus. 
Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim immunity to a disease that 
knows no boundaries. Instill the fear of You in the leaders of our nation and 
other nations of the world. Give them the foresight to act with charity and 
true concern for the well-being of the people they are meant to serve. Give 
them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that will help prepare for 
or prevent future outbreaks. 
O Master and Lord, our Savior, Healer of all, stay by our side in this time of 
uncertainty and sorrow. Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by 
many people suffering from this illness or only a few, stay with us as we 
patiently endure and mourn, persist and prepare. 
For You are a merciful and loving God, and to You we give glory, to the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
Amen. 

Prayer for Doctors and Nurses 
 Lord Jesus Christ our God, Lover of mankind, Physician of our souls 
and bodies, You endured the pain of our infirmities, and by Your 

wounds we are healed. You gave sight to the man born blind and 
straightened the woman who was bent over for 18 years. You gave speech 
and sight to the mute man who was possessed by demons. You not only 
forgave the paralyzed man his sins, but healed him to walk. You restored 
the withered hand of a man in the synagogue and stopped the flow of blood 
of a woman who bled for 12 years. You raised Jairus’ daughter back to life 
and resurrected Lazarus who was dead four days. You heal every infirmity 

O 
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under the sun: Yourself now, O Lord, grant Your grace to all the doctors, 
nurses, physicians, and researchers, who have labored and studied hour 
upon hour, to go into all the world, and also to heal by the talent You have 
given to each of them. Strengthen them by Your strength, that they may not 
fear evil or disease. Enlighten them to do no evil by the works of their hands, 
and preserve them and those they serve in peace. For You are our God, and 
to You we give glory together with Your Father, Who has no beginning, and 
Your Most Holy, Good, and Life-giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages 
of ages. Amen. 
 

Saint of the day 
Apostle and Evangelist Luke of the Seventy 

The Holy Apostle and Evangelist Luke, was a native of Syrian Antioch, a 
companion of the holy Apostle Paul (Philemon 1:24, 2 Timothy 4:10-11), and 
a physician enlightened in the Greek medical arts. Hearing about Christ, 
Luke arrived in Palestine and fervently accepted the preaching of salvation 
from the Lord Himself. As one of the Seventy Apostles, Luke was sent by 
the Lord with the others to preach the Kingdom of Heaven during the 
Savior’s earthly life (Luke 10:1-3). After the Resurrection, the Lord Jesus 
Christ appeared to Luke and Cleopas on the road to Emmaus.  

Luke accompanied Saint Paul on his second missionary journey, and from 
that time they were inseparable. When Paul’s coworkers had forsaken him, 
only Luke remained to assist him in his ministry (2 Timothy 4:10-11). After 
the martyric death of Peter and Paul, Luke left Rome to preach in Achaia, 
Libya, Egypt and the Thebaid. He ended his life by suffering martyrdom in 
the city of Thebes. 

Tradition credits Saint Luke with painting the first icons of the Mother 
of God. “Let the grace of Him Who was born of me and my mercy be with 
these icons,” said the most pure Virgin after seeing the icons. Saint Luke 
also painted icons of Apostles Peter and Paul. Saint Luke’s Gospel was 
written in the years 62-63 at Rome. In the preliminary verses (Luke 1:1-3), 
Saint Luke precisely sets the purpose of his work. He proposes to record, in 
chronological order, everything known by Christians about Jesus Christ and 
His teachings. By doing this, he provided a firmer historical basis for 
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Christian teaching (Luke 1:4). He carefully investigated the facts, and made 
generous use of the oral tradition of the Church and of what the most pure 
Virgin Mary herself had told him (Luke 2:19, 51). 

Saint Luke also wrote the Acts of the Holy Apostles at Rome around 62-
63. The Book of Acts, which is a continuation of his Gospel account, speaks 
about the works and the fruits of the holy Apostles after the Ascension of 
the Savior. At the center of the narrative is the Council of the holy Apostles 
at Jerusalem in the year 51, a Church event of great significance, which 
resulted in the separation of Christianity from Judaism and its independent 
dissemination into the world (Acts 15:6-29). The theological focus of the 
Book of Acts is the coming of the Holy Spirit, Who will guide the Church 
“into all truth” (John 16:13) until the Second Coming of Christ. 

The holy relics of Saint Luke were taken from Constantinople and 
brought to Padua, Italy at some point in history. Perhaps this was during 
the infamous Crusade of 1204. In 1992, Metropolitan Jerome of Thebes 
requested the Roman Catholic bishop in Thebes to obtain a portion of Saint 
Luke’s relics for the saint’s empty tomb in the Orthodox cathedral in 
Thebes. 

The Roman Catholic bishop Antonio Mattiazzo of Padua, noting that 
Orthodox pilgrims came to Padua to venerate the relics while many 
Catholics did not even know that the relics were there, appointed a 
committee to investigate the relics in Padua, and the skull of Saint Luke in 
the Catholic Cathedral of Saint Vico in Prague. 

The skeleton was determined to be that of an elderly man of strong build. 
In 2001, a tooth found in the coffin was judged to be consistent with the 
DNA of Syrians living near the area of Antioch dating from 72-416 AD. The 
skull in Prague perfectly fit the neck bone of the skeleton. The tooth found 
in the coffin in Padua was also found to fit the jawbone of the skull. 

Bishop Mattiazzo sent a rib from the relics to Metropolitan Jerome to be 
venerated in Saint Luke’s original tomb in the Orthodox cathedral at 
Thebes.  
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Concluding prayers 
It is truly meet to bless you, O Theotokos, ever-blessed and most pure, 

and the Mother of our God. More honorable than the Cherubim, and more 
glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim, without corruption you gave 
birth to God the Word. True Theotokos we magnify you. 
 

hrough the prayers of our holy fathers and mother, O Lord Jesus Christ, 
our God, have mercy on us. Amen. 

 
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon 

those in the tombs bestowing life! (3x) 

 

T 


