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hrough the prayers of our holy fathers and mother, O Lord Jesus Christ, 
our God, have mercy on us. Amen. 

 
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon 

those in the tombs bestowing life! (3x) 
 
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x) 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever 

and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, cleanse us from our sins. 

O Master, pardon our transgressions. O Holy One, visit and heal our 
infirmities, for Your Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy. (3x) Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 

Lord, have mercy. (3x) Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Come, let us worship God our King. 
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and 

our God. 
 

T 
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Psalm 51 (50 LXX) 
A prayer of repentance 

Have mercy on me, O God, in Your great mercy, 
and in the abundance of Your compassions 
blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my lawlessness, 
and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is always before me. 
Against You alone have I sinned, 
and done evil before You, 
so that You are justified in Your words 
and victorious in Your judgment. 
For, behold, I was conceived in iniquity, 
and in sin my mother gave birth to me. 
For, behold, You love truth, 
You revealed to me the unknown 
and secret things of Your wisdom. 
Sprinkle me with hyssop, and I will be cleansed. 
Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
Make me to hear joy and gladness, 
let the bones that You have humbled rejoice. 
Turn Your face away from my sins, 
and blot out all my transgressions. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right Spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from Your presence, 
and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
and establish me with Your guiding Spirit. 
Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, 
and sinners will return to You. 
Rescue me from bloodshed, O God, the God of my salvation, 
and my tongue will rejoice at Your righteousness. 
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O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare Your praise, 
for if You had desired sacrifice, I would have given it, 
You will not take pleasure in whole burnt offerings. 
The sacrifice to God is a broken spirit, 
a broken and humbled heart God will not despise. 
Do good, O Lord, to Zion, in Your good pleasure, 
and let the walls of Jerusalem be rebuilt. 
Then You will be pleased with the sacrifice of righteousness, 
with offerings and whole-burnt offerings, 
then bulls will be offered on Your altar. 
 

Hymns at Aposticha from Vespers of Wednesday of the fourth week of Pascha 
 

The mid-point of the days of Pentecost has come. In which Christ 
disclosed His divine power in part, in that He strengthened the paralytic and 
by a word raised him up from his bed. In a God-befitting manner He 
performed miracles in a body of clay, and has granted to mankind everlasting 
life and great mercy. 
Verse: Remember Your congregation, which You have purchased from the 
beginning. 

You, the Wisdom of God, came to the Temple at Mid-feast, teaching and 
reproving the disobedient Pharisees, and Scribes, and with boldness You 
said to them, “He who thirsts, let him come to Me and drink living water, 
and he will never again thirst for eternity. From him who believes in My 
goodness, rivers of eternal life will pour out.” How great is Your goodness 
and compassion, O Christ our God! Glory to You. 
Verse: God is our King before the ages, He has brought salvation in the midst 
of the earth. 

When the Mid-feast had come, Jesus went up into the Temple and taught 
the disobedient Jews, saying, “He who thirsts, let him come to Me and drink 
living and everlasting water, and he will never again thirst for eternity. He 
who believes in Me, rivers will flow from him, and he will have the light of 
life.” 
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Verse: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and 
ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

When You were teaching at Mid-feast, O Savior, the Jews spoke saying, 
“How does this man know letters, having never learned?” For they did not 
know that You are the Wisdom Who fashioned the world. Glory to You.  
 

Today’s Scripture readings 
Acts 14:6-18 

6 The apostles learned of it and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, 
and to the surrounding country; 7 and there they continued proclaiming the 
good news. 8 In Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet 
and had never walked, for he had been crippled from birth. 9 He listened to 
Paul as he was speaking. And Paul, looking at him intently and seeing that 
he had faith to be healed, 10 said in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your 
feet.” And the man sprang up and began to walk. 11 When the crowds saw 
what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The gods 
have come down to us in human form!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and 
Paul they called Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. 13 The priest of 
Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought oxen and garlands to 
the gates; he and the crowds wanted to offer sacrifice. 14 When the apostles 
Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their clothes and rushed out into 
the crowd, shouting, 15 “Friends, why are you doing this? We are mortals 
just like you, and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these 
worthless things to the living God, who made the heaven and the earth and 
the sea and all that is in them. 16 In past generations he allowed all the 
nations to follow their own ways; 17 yet he has not left himself without a 
witness in doing good—giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, 
and filling you with food and your hearts with joy.” 18 Even with these 
words, they scarcely restrained the crowds from offering sacrifice to them. 
 
John 7:14-30 
14 About the middle of the festival Jesus went up into the temple and began 
to teach. 15 The Jews were astonished at it, saying, “How does this man have 
such learning, when he has never been taught?” 16 Then Jesus answered 
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them, “My teaching is not mine but his who sent me. 17 Anyone who 
resolves to do the will of God will know whether the teaching is from God 
or whether I am speaking on my own. 18 Those who speak on their own seek 
their own glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is 
true, and there is nothing false in him. 
19 “Did not Moses give you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why are 
you looking for an opportunity to kill me?” 20 The crowd answered, “You 
have a demon! Who is trying to kill you?” 21 Jesus answered them, “I 
performed one work, and all of you are astonished. 22 Moses gave you 
circumcision (it is, of course, not from Moses, but from the patriarchs), and 
you circumcise a man on the sabbath. 23 If a man receives circumcision on 
the sabbath in order that the law of Moses may not be broken, are you angry 
with me because I healed a man’s whole body on the sabbath? 24 Do not 
judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.” 
25 Now some of the people of Jerusalem were saying, “Is not this the man 
whom they are trying to kill? 26 And here he is, speaking openly, but they 
say nothing to him! Can it be that the authorities really know that this is 
the Christ? 27 Yet we know where this man is from; but when the Christ 
comes, no one will know where he is from.” 28 Then Jesus cried out as he 
was teaching in the temple, “You know me, and you know where I am from. 
I have not come on my own. But the one who sent me is true, and you do 
not know him. 29 I know him, because I am from him, and he sent 
me.” 30 Then they tried to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him, because 
his hour had not yet come. 
  

Prayers to end the pandemic of coronavirus 
Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 God Almighty, Lord of heaven and earth, and of all creation visible 
and invisible: In Your inexpressible goodness, look down upon us, 

Your people gathered in Your Holy Name. Be our helper and defender in 
this day of affliction, for You know all our weaknesses and hear our cry in 
repentance and contrition of heart. O loving Lord, deliver us from the 
impending threat of the coronavirus. Send Your angel to watch over us and 
protect us. Grant health and recovery to those suffering from this virus. 

O 
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Guide the hands of the physicians and heal Your servants through them. 
Grant wisdom to those who are working on the vaccine for this virus. And 
preserve those who are healthy. Enable us to continue to serve our suffering 
brothers and sisters in peace that together we may glorify Your most 
honorable and majestic Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 

 Lord Jesus Christ, in Your loving care, You traveled through towns 
and villages healing every disease and sickness, and at Your 

command, the sick were made well: Yourself now come to our aid, in the 
midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, and grant us to experience the 
miracle Your healing love. 
Comfort the families of those who are sick or have died. May they regain 
their strength and health through quality medical care. And as they worry 
and grieve, defend them from illness and despair. 
Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and 
neighbors from helping one another. 
Guide the hands of the doctors and nurses and all medical professionals who 
seek to heal and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the 
process. And impart Your wisdom on the researchers working on the 
vaccine for coronavirus. 
Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim immunity to a disease that 
knows no boundaries. Instill the fear of You in the leaders of our nation and 
other nations of the world. Give them the foresight to act with charity and 
true concern for the well-being of the people they are meant to serve. Give 
them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that will help prepare for 
or prevent future outbreaks. 
O Master and Lord, our Savior, Healer of all, stay by our side in this time of 
uncertainty and sorrow. Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by 
many people suffering from this illness or only a few, stay with us as we 
patiently endure and mourn, persist and prepare. 

O 
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For You are a merciful and loving God, and to You we give glory, to the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
Amen. 

Prayer for Doctors and Nurses 
 Lord Jesus Christ our God, Lover of mankind, Physician of our souls 
and bodies, You endured the pain of our infirmities, and by Your 

wounds we are healed. You gave sight to the man born blind and 
straightened the woman who was bent over for 18 years. You gave speech 
and sight to the mute man who was possessed by demons. You not only 
forgave the paralyzed man his sins, but healed him to walk. You restored 
the withered hand of a man in the synagogue and stopped the flow of blood 
of a woman who bled for 12 years. You raised Jairus’ daughter back to life 
and resurrected Lazarus who was dead four days. You heal every infirmity 
under the sun: Yourself now, O Lord, grant Your grace to all the doctors, 
nurses, physicians, and researchers, who have labored and studied hour 
upon hour, to go into all the world, and also to heal by the talent You have 
given to each of them. Strengthen them by Your strength, that they may not 
fear evil or disease. Enlighten them to do no evil by the works of their hands, 
and preserve them and those they serve in peace. For You are our God, and 
to You we give glory together with Your Father, Who has no beginning, and 
Your Most Holy, Good, and Life-giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages 
of ages. Amen. 
 

Saint of the day 
Apostle James the Brother of Saint John the Theologian 

The holy apostle James, the son of Zebedee, was the brother of saint John 
the Theologian, and one of the Twelve Apostles. He and his brother were 
called to be apostles by our Lord Jesus Christ, Who called them the “Sons 
of Thunder” (Mark 3:17). It was this James, with John and Peter, who 
witnessed the raising of the daughter of Jairus, the Lord’s Transfiguration 
on Mount Tabor, and His agony in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

Saint James, after the Descent of the Holy Spirit, preached in Spain and 
in other lands, and then he returned to Jerusalem. He openly and boldly 
preached Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world, and he denounced the 

O 
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Pharisees and the Scribes with the words of Holy Scripture, reproaching 
them for their malice of heart and unbelief. 

The Jews could not prevail against saint James, and so they hired the 
sorcerer Hermogenes to dispute with the apostle and refute his arguments 
that Christ was the promised Messiah Who had come into the world. The 
sorcerer sent to the apostle his pupil Philip, who was converted to belief in 
Christ. Then Hermogenes himself became persuaded of the power of God, 
he burned his books of magic, accepted holy Baptism and became a true 
follower of Christ. 

The Jews persuaded Herod Agrippa (40-44) to arrest the apostle James 
and sentence him to death (Acts 12:1-2). Historian Eusebius provides some 
of the details of the saint’s execution (Church History II, 9). Saint James 
calmly heard the death sentence and continued to bear witness to Christ. 
One of the false witnesses, whose name was Josiah, was struck by the 
courage of saint James. He came to believe in Jesus Christ as the Messiah. 
When they led the apostle out to execution, Josiah fell at his feet, repenting 
of his sin and asking forgiveness. The apostle embraced him, gave him a kiss 
and said, “Peace and forgiveness to you.” Then Josiah confessed his faith in 
Christ before everyone, and he was beheaded with saint James in the year 
44 at Jerusalem. 

Saint James was the first of the Apostles to die as a martyr. 
 

Troparion and Kontakion of holy apostle James 
Troparion 

As a soldier of the Lord you were ranked among the choir of apostles. 
Together with your brother, O James, 
you clung wholeheartedly to the Savior. 
Armed with the power of the Spirit 
you preached him to all and were slain by the sword. 
Therefore we sing your praises! 
 

Kontakion 
You heard the voice of God calling you 
and turned away from the love of your father. 
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With your brother you hastened after Christ, O glorious James. 
With him, you were counted worthy 
to behold the Lord’s divine Transfiguration! 
 

Concluding prayers 
The angel cried to the Lady full of grace, 
“Rejoice, O pure Virgin. Again I say, Rejoice. 
Your Son is risen from His three days in the tomb. 
With Himself He has raised all the dead. 
Rejoice, all people.” 
 
Shine! Shine! O new Jerusalem! 
The glory of the Lord has shone on you. 
Exult now and be glad, O Zion. 
Be radiant, O pure Theotokos, 
in the resurrection of your Son. 

 
hrough the prayers of our holy fathers and mother, O Lord Jesus Christ, 
our God, have mercy on us. Amen. 

 
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon 

those in the tombs bestowing life! (3x) 

 

T 


