FRIDAY, MAY 1

hrough the prayers of our holy fathers and mother, O Lord Jesus Christ,
our God, have mercy on us. Amen.

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon
those in the tombs bestowing life! (3x)

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x)

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever
and unto ages of ages. Amen.

O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, cleanse us from our sins.
O Master, pardon our transgressions. O Holy One, visit and heal our
infirmities, for Your Name’s sake.

Lord, have mercy. (3x) Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

Lord, have mercy. (3x) Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Come, let us worship God our King.

Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God.

Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and
our God.
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Psatm 51 (50 LXX)
A prayer of repentance
Have mercy on me, O God, in Your great mercy,
and in the abundance of Your compassions
blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my lawlessness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
For I know my transgressions,
and my sin is always before me.
Against You alone have I sinned,
and done evil before You,
so that You are justified in Your words
and victorious in Your judgment.
For, behold, I was conceived in iniquity,
and in sin my mother gave birth to me.
For, behold, You love truth,
You revealed to me the unknown
and secret things of Your wisdom.
Sprinkle me with hyssop, and I will be cleansed.
Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.
Make me to hear joy and gladness,
let the bones that You have humbled rejoice.
Turn Your face away from my sins,
and blot out all my transgressions.
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right Spirit within me.
Do not cast me away from Your presence,
and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,
and establish me with Your guiding Spirit.
Then I will teach transgressors Your ways,
and sinners will return to You.
Rescue me from bloodshed, O God, the God of my salvation,
and my tongue will rejoice at Your righteousness.
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O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare Your praise,
for if You had desired sacrifice, I would have given it,

You will not take pleasure in whole burnt offerings.

The sacrifice to God is a broken spirit,

a broken and humbled heart God will not despise.

Do good, O Lord, to Zion, in Your good pleasure,

and let the walls of Jerusalem be rebuilt.

Then You will be pleased with the sacrifice of righteousness,
with offerings and whole-burnt offerings,

then bulls will be offered on Your altar.

Kontakion and Ikos of Matins of Friday of second week of Pascha

Kontakion
With his searching right hand, Thomas probed Your life-giving side, O
Christ God. For when You entered while the doors were shut, he cried out
to You with the rest of the apostles, “You are my Lord and my God.”

Tkos
Who preserved the disciple’s hand unconsumed when he drew near to the
fiery side of the Lord? Who gave it the daring and strength to feel the bone
that was flaming? Surely, it was that which was touched. For if that side had
not bestowed might to that earthen right hand, how could it have touched
those wounds which caused both things above and below to quake? This
grace was given to Thomas, that he might touch and cry out to Christ, “You
are my Lord and my God.”

TODAY’'S SCRIPTURE READINGS
Acts 5:1-11
51 But a man named Ananias, with the consent of his wife Sapphira, sold a
piece of property; 2with his wife’s knowledge, he kept back some of the
proceeds, and brought only a part and laid it at the apostles’
feet. 3 “Ananias,” Peter asked, “why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the
Holy Spirit and to keep back part of the proceeds of the land? * While it
remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, were
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not the proceeds at your disposal? How is it that you have contrived this
deed in your heart? You did not lie to us but to God!” 5 Now when Ananias
heard these words, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who
heard of it. ¢ The young men came and wrapped up his body, then carried
him out and buried him. 7 After an interval of about three hours his wife
came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter said to her, “Tell me
whether you and your husband sold the land for such and such a price.” And
she said, “Yes, that was the price.” ® Then Peter said to her, “How is it that
you have agreed together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the test? Look, the
feet of those who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will
carry you out.” 1°Immediately she fell down at his feet and died. When the
young men came in they found her dead, so they carried her out and buried
her beside her husband. 1! And great fear seized the whole church and all
who heard of these things.

John 5:30-6:2
5 30“] can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge; and my judgment is
just, because I seek to do not my own will but the will of him who sent me.
31 “If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true. 32 There is another who
testifies on my behalf, and I know that his testimony to me is true. 33 You
sent messengers to John, and he testified to the truth. 3¢ Not that I accept
such human testimony, but I say these things so that you may be
saved. 35 He was a burning and shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice
for a while in his light. 3¢ But I have a testimony greater than John’s. The
works that the Father has given me to complete, the very works that I am
doing, testify on my behalf that the Father has sent me. 37 And the Father
who sent me has himself testified on my behalf. You have never heard his
voice or seen his form, 3¢ and you do not have his word abiding in you,
because you do not believe him whom he has sent. 3°“You search the
scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they
that testify on my behalf. 4° Yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 4! I do
not accept glory from human beings. 42 But I know that you do not have the
love of God in you. 431 have come in my Father’s name, and you do not
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accept me; if another comes in his own name, you will accept him.  How
can you believe when you accept glory from one another and do not seek
the glory that comes from the one who alone is God? 4> Do not think that I
will accuse you before the Father; your accuser is Moses, on whom you have
set your hope. 46 If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote
about me. 47 But if you do not believe what he wrote, how will you believe
what I say?” 61 After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee,
also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2 A large crowd kept following him, because
they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick.

PRAYERS TO END THE PANDEMIC OF CORONAVIRUS
Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.

O God Almighty, Lord of heaven and earth, and of all creation visible

and invisible: In Your inexpressible goodness, look down upon us,
Your people gathered in Your Holy Name. Be our helper and defender in
this day of affliction, for You know all our weaknesses and hear our cry in
repentance and contrition of heart. O loving Lord, deliver us from the
impending threat of the coronavirus. Send Your angel to watch over us and
protect us. Grant health and recovery to those suffering from this virus.
Guide the hands of the physicians and heal Your servants through them.
Grant wisdom to those who are working on the vaccine for this virus. And
preserve those who are healthy. Enable us to continue to serve our suffering
brothers and sisters in peace that together we may glorify Your most
honorable and majestic Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

O Lord Jesus Christ, in Your loving care, You traveled through towns
and villages healing every disease and sickness, and at Your
command, the sick were made well: Yourself now come to our aid, in the
midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, and grant us to experience the
miracle Your healing love.

Comfort the families of those who are sick or have died. May they regain
their strength and health through quality medical care. And as they worry
and grieve, defend them from illness and despair.
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Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and
neighbors from helping one another.
Guide the hands of the doctors and nurses and all medical professionals who
seek to heal and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the
process. And impart Your wisdom on the researchers working on the
vaccine for coronavirus.
Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim immunity to a disease that
knows no boundaries. Instill the fear of You in the leaders of our nation and
other nations of the world. Give them the foresight to act with charity and
true concern for the well-being of the people they are meant to serve. Give
them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that will help prepare for
or prevent future outbreaks.
O Master and Lord, our Savior, Healer of all, stay by our side in this time of
uncertainty and sorrow. Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by
many people suffering from this illness or only a few, stay with us as we
patiently endure and mourn, persist and prepare.
For You are a merciful and loving God, and to You we give glory, to the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Amen.
PRAYER FOR DOCTORS AND NURSES

O Lord Jesus Christ our God, Lover of mankind, Physician of our souls

and bodies, You endured the pain of our infirmities, and by Your
wounds we are healed. You gave sight to the man born blind and
straightened the woman who was bent over for 18 years. You gave speech
and sight to the mute man who was possessed by demons. You not only
forgave the paralyzed man his sins, but healed him to walk. You restored
the withered hand of a man in the synagogue and stopped the flow of blood
of a woman who bled for 12 years. You raised Jairus’ daughter back to life
and resurrected Lazarus who was dead four days. You heal every infirmity
under the sun: Yourself now, O Lord, grant Your grace to all the doctors,
nurses, physicians, and researchers, who have labored and studied hour
upon hour, to go into all the world, and also to heal by the talent You have
given to each of them. Strengthen them by Your strength, that they may not
fear evil or disease. Enlighten them to do no evil by the works of their hands,
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and preserve them and those they serve in peace. For You are our God, and
to You we give glory together with Your Father, Who has no beginning, and
Your Most Holy, Good, and Life-giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages
of ages. Amen.

SAINT OF THE DAY

Saint Basil Ratishvili of Georgia (13t century)

Basil Ratishvili, one of the most prominent figures of the 13% century
Church, was the uncle of Catholicos (Patriarch of Georgia) Ekvtime III. He
labored with the other Georgian fathers at the Iveron Monastery on Mount
Athos. Endowed with the gift of prophecy, Basil beheld a vision in which
the Most Holy Theotokos called upon him to censure King Demetre’s
impious rule.

Having arrived in Georgia and been brought before the king, the God-
fearing father denounced the sovereign’s uncrowned marriage (meaning, a
conjugal union without the blessing of the Church). He promised the king
that if he abandoned his present way of life, he would find great happiness
and success. Basil also condemned the ungodly ways of Georgia’s apostate
feudal lords.

But the king and his court disregarded the virtuous elder’s admonitions,
and in response Basil prophesied, “A vicious enemy will kill you, and your
kingdom will remain without refuge. Your children will be scattered, your
kingdom conquered, and all your wealth seized. Know that, according to the
will of the Most Holy Theotokos, everything I have told you will come to
pass unless you repent and turn from this way of life. Now I will depart from
you in peace.”

Saint Basil returned to Mount Athos and peacefully reposed at the Iveron
Monastery.

His vision was fulfilled.

CONCLUDING PRAYERS
It is truly meet to bless you, O Theotokos, ever-blessed and most pure,
and the Mother of our God. More honorable than the Cherubim, and more
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glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim, without corruption you gave
birth to God the Word. True Theotokos we magnify you.

hrough the prayers of our holy fathers and mother, O Lord Jesus Christ,
our God, have mercy on us. Amen.

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon
those in the tombs bestowing life! (3x)

H."f ’ } V

-

8



