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hrough the prayers of our holy fathers and mother, O Lord Jesus Christ, 
our God, have mercy on us. Amen. 

 
O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, everywhere present 

and filling all things. Treasury of Blessings, and Giver of Life, come and 
abide in us, and cleanse us from every impurity, and save our souls, O Good 
One! 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x) 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever 

and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, cleanse us from our sins. 

O Master, pardon our transgressions. O Holy One, visit and heal our 
infirmities, for Your Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy. (3x) Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 

Lord, have mercy. (3x) Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Come, let us worship God our King. 
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and 

our God. 
Psalm 51 (50 LXX) 

A prayer of repentance 
Have mercy on me, O God, in Your great mercy, 
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and in the abundance of Your compassions 
blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my lawlessness, 
and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is always before me. 
Against You alone have I sinned, 
and done evil before You, 
so that You are justified in Your words 
and victorious in Your judgment. 
For, behold, I was conceived in iniquity, 
and in sin my mother gave birth to me. 
For, behold, You love truth, 
You revealed to me the unknown 
and secret things of Your wisdom. 
Sprinkle me with hyssop, and I will be cleansed. 
Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
Make me to hear joy and gladness, 
let the bones that You have humbled rejoice. 
Turn Your face away from my sins, 
and blot out all my transgressions. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right Spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from Your presence, 
and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
and establish me with Your guiding Spirit. 
Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, 
and sinners will return to You. 
Rescue me from bloodshed, O God, the God of my salvation, 
and my tongue will rejoice at Your righteousness. 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare Your praise, 
for if You had desired sacrifice, I would have given it, 
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You will not take pleasure in whole burnt offerings. 
The sacrifice to God is a broken spirit, 
a broken and humbled heart God will not despise. 
Do good, O Lord, to Zion, in Your good pleasure, 
and let the walls of Jerusalem be rebuilt. 
Then You will be pleased with the sacrifice of righteousness, 
with offerings and whole-burnt offerings, 
then bulls will be offered on Your altar. 
 

Palm Sunday 
 By raising Lazarus from the dead before Your Passion, You confirmed the 
universal resurrection, O Christ God. Like the children with the palms of 
victory, we cry out to You, O Vanquisher of death, “Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord.” 
 Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
 When we were buried with You in Baptism, O Christ God, we were made 
worthy of eternal life by Your Resurrection. Now we praise You and sing, 
“Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the 
Lord.” 
 Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 Sitting on Your throne in heaven, carried on a foal on earth, O Christ 
God, accept the praise of angels and the songs of children, who sing, 
“Blessed is He Who comes to recall Adam.” 
 

Please continue praying for Irina Gozick. 
 

Prayers to end the pandemic of coronavirus 
Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 God Almighty, Lord of heaven and earth, and of all creation visible 
and invisible: In Your inexpressible goodness, look down upon us, 

Your people gathered in Your Holy Name. Be our helper and defender in 
this day of affliction, for You know all our weaknesses and hear our cry in 
repentance and contrition of heart. O loving Lord, deliver us from the 
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impending threat of the coronavirus. Send Your angel to watch over us and 
protect us. Grant health and recovery to those suffering from this virus. 
Guide the hands of the physicians and heal Your servants through them. 
Grant wisdom to those who are working on the vaccine for this virus. And 
preserve those who are healthy. Enable us to continue to serve our suffering 
brothers and sisters in peace that together we may glorify Your most 
honorable and majestic Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 

 Lord Jesus Christ, in Your loving care, You traveled through towns 
and villages healing every disease and sickness, and at Your 

command, the sick were made well: Yourself now come to our aid, in the 
midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, and grant us to experience the 
miracle Your healing love. 
Comfort the families of those who are sick or have died. May they regain 
their strength and health through quality medical care. And as they worry 
and grieve, defend them from illness and despair. 
Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and 
neighbors from helping one another. 
Guide the hands of the doctors and nurses and all medical professionals who 
seek to heal and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the 
process. And impart Your wisdom on the researchers working on the 
vaccine for coronavirus. 
Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim immunity to a disease that 
knows no boundaries. Instill the fear of You in the leaders of our nation and 
other nations of the world. Give them the foresight to act with charity and 
true concern for the well-being of the people they are meant to serve. Give 
them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that will help prepare for 
or prevent future outbreaks. 
O Master and Lord, our Savior, Healer of all, stay by our side in this time of 
uncertainty and sorrow. Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by 
many people suffering from this illness or only a few, stay with us as we 
patiently endure and mourn, persist and prepare. 

O 
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For You are a merciful and loving God, and to You we give glory, to the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
Amen. 

Prayer for Doctors and Nurses 
 Lord Jesus Christ our God, Lover of mankind, Physician of our souls 
and bodies, You endured the pain of our infirmities, and by Your 

wounds we are healed. You gave sight to the man born blind and 
straightened the woman who was bent over for 18 years. You gave speech 
and sight to the mute man who was possessed by demons. You not only 
forgave the paralyzed man his sins, but healed him to walk. You restored 
the withered hand of a man in the synagogue and stopped the flow of blood 
of a woman who bled for 12 years. You raised Jairus’ daughter back to life 
and resurrected Lazarus who was dead four days. You heal every infirmity 
under the sun: Yourself now, O Lord, grant Your grace to all the doctors, 
nurses, physicians, and researchers, who have labored and studied hour 
upon hour, to go into all the world, and also to heal by the talent You have 
given to each of them. Strengthen them by Your strength, that they may not 
fear evil or disease. Enlighten them to do no evil by the works of their hands, 
and preserve them and those they serve in peace. For You are our God, and 
to You we give glory together with Your Father, Who has no beginning, and 
Your Most Holy, Good, and Life-giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages 
of ages. Amen. 
 

Daily Scripture readings 
Philippians 4:4-9 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness 
be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but 
in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there 
is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
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things. 9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 

John 12:1-18 
12 1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, the home of 
Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. 2 There they gave a dinner for 
Him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with 
Him. 3 Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed 
Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples (the one 
who was about to betray Him), said, 5 “Why was this perfume not sold for 
three hundred denarii (nearly a year’s wage for a common laborer) and the money 
given to the poor?” 6 He said this not because he cared about the poor, but 
because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what 
was put into it. 7 Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she 
might keep it for the day of My burial. 8 You always have the poor with you, 
but you do not always have Me.” 9 When the great crowd of the Jews learned 
that He was there, they came not only because of Jesus but also to see 
Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests planned 
to put Lazarus to death as well, 11 since it was on account of him that many 
of the Jews were deserting and were believing in Jesus. 12 The next day the 
great crowd that had come to the festival heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, 
shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord – 
the King of Israel!” 14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it is 
written, 15 “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your King is coming, 
sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 16 His disciples did not understand these things 
at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these 
things had been written of Him and had been done to Him. 17 So the crowd 
that had been with Him when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised 
him from the dead continued to testify. 18 It was also because they heard that 
He had performed this sign that the crowd went to meet Him. 
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Feast of the day 
Entrance of Our Lord into Jerusalem 

Palm Sunday is the celebration of the triumphant entrance of Christ into the 
royal city of Jerusalem. He rode on a colt for which He Himself had sent, 
and He permitted the people to hail Him publicly as a king. A large crowd 
met Him in a manner befitting royalty, waving palm branches and placing 
their garments in His path. They greeted Him with these words, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 
(John 12:13). 

This day together with the raising of Lazarus are signs pointing beyond 
themselves to the mighty deeds and events which consummate Christ’s 
earthly ministry. The time of fulfillment was at hand. Christ’s raising of 
Lazarus points to the destruction of death and the joy of resurrection which 
will be accessible to all through His own death and resurrection. His 
entrance into Jerusalem is a fulfillment of the messianic prophecies about 
the king who will enter his holy city to establish a final kingdom. “Behold, 
your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). 

Finally, the events of these triumphant two days are but the passage to 
Holy Week: the “hour” of suffering and death for which Christ came. Thus 
the triumph in an earthly sense is extremely short-lived. Jesus enters openly 
into the midst of His enemies, publicly saying and doing those things which 
mostly enrage them. The people themselves will soon reject Him. They 
misread His brief earthly triumph as a sign of something else: His 
emergence as a political messiah who will lead them to the glories of an 
earthly kingdom. 

The liturgy of the Church is more than meditation or praise concerning 
past events. It communicates to us the eternal presence and power of the 
events being celebrated and makes us participants in those events. Thus, 
the services of Lazarus Saturday and Palm Sunday bring us to our own 
moment of life and death and entrance into the Kingdom of God: a Kingdom 
not of this world, a Kingdom accessible in the Church through repentance 
and baptism. 

On Palm Sunday, palm and willow branches are blessed in the Church. 
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We take them in order to raise them up and greet the King and Ruler of our 
life: Jesus Christ. We take them in order to reaffirm our baptismal pledges. 
As the One who raised Lazarus and entered Jerusalem to go to His voluntary 
Passion stands in our midst, we are faced with the same question addressed 
to us at baptism: “Do you accept Christ?” We give our answer by daring to 
take the branch and raise it up: “I accept Him as King and God!” 

Thus, on the eve of Christ’s Passion, in the celebration of the joyful cycle 
of the triumphant days of Lazarus Saturday and Palm Sunday, we reunite 
ourselves to Christ, affirm His Lordship over the totality of our life, and 
express our readiness to follow Him to His Kingdom: 
“…that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and may share 
His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death, that if possible I may attain 
the resurrection from the dead” (Philippians 3:10-11). 

- Very Rev. Paul Lazor  
 

 Concluding prayers 
It is truly meet to bless you, O Theotokos, ever-blessed and most pure, 

and the Mother of our God. More honorable than the Cherubim, and more 
glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim, without corruption you gave 
birth to God the Word. True Theotokos we magnify you. 
 

hrough the prayers of our holy fathers and mother, O Lord Jesus Christ, 
our God, have mercy on us. Amen. 
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