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hrough the prayers of our holy fathers and mother, O Lord Jesus Christ, 
our God, have mercy on us. Amen. 

 
O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, everywhere present 

and filling all things. Treasury of Blessings, and Giver of Life, come and 
abide in us, and cleanse us from every impurity, and save our souls, O Good 
One! 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x) 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever 

and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, cleanse us from our sins. 

O Master, pardon our transgressions. O Holy One, visit and heal our 
infirmities, for Your Name’s sake. 

Lord, have mercy. (3x) Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
 

Lord, have mercy. (3x) Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Come, let us worship God our King. 
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ, our King and our God. 
Come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and 

our God. 
Psalm 51 (50 LXX) 

A prayer of repentance 
Have mercy on me, O God, in Your great mercy, 

T 
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and in the abundance of Your compassions 
blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my lawlessness, 
and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is always before me. 
Against You alone have I sinned, 
and done evil before You, 
so that You are justified in Your words 
and victorious in Your judgment. 
For, behold, I was conceived in iniquity, 
and in sin my mother gave birth to me. 
For, behold, You love truth, 
You revealed to me the unknown 
and secret things of Your wisdom. 
Sprinkle me with hyssop, and I will be cleansed. 
Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
Make me to hear joy and gladness, 
let the bones that You have humbled rejoice. 
Turn Your face away from my sins, 
and blot out all my transgressions. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right Spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from Your presence, 
and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 
and establish me with Your guiding Spirit. 
Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, 
and sinners will return to You. 
Rescue me from bloodshed, O God, the God of my salvation, 
and my tongue will rejoice at Your righteousness. 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare Your praise, 
for if You had desired sacrifice, I would have given it, 
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You will not take pleasure in whole burnt offerings. 
The sacrifice to God is a broken spirit, 
a broken and humbled heart God will not despise. 
Do good, O Lord, to Zion, in Your good pleasure, 
and let the walls of Jerusalem be rebuilt. 
Then You will be pleased with the sacrifice of righteousness, 
with offerings and whole-burnt offerings, 
then bulls will be offered on Your altar. 
 

Saturdays throughout the year are reserved for the commemoration of our departed 
family members, friends, and neighbors. It is especially so during Great Lent. 

Therefore, today pray for all of your departed loved ones. 
 
O God of spirits and of all flesh, You have conquered death by Your own 
death, and destroyed the power of devil, and given life to Your world: 
Yourself, O Lord, give rest to the souls of Your departed servants, [names], 
in a place of brightness, a place of refreshment, a place of repose, where all  
sickness, sorrow, and sighing are no more. Forgive them every transgression 
which they have committed, whether by word or deed or thought, for You 
are a good God and love mankind. For there is no one who lives yet does 
not sin, for only You are sinless, Your righteousness is an everlasting 
righteousness, and Your word is truth. For You are the Resurrection, and 
the Life, and the Repose of Your servants, who are fallen asleep, O Christ 
our God, and to You we give glory, together with Your Father, Who has no 
beginning, and Your Most Holy, Good, and Life-giving Spirit, now and ever 
and unto ages of ages. Amen.  
 

Please continue praying for Irina Gozick. 
 

Prayers to end the pandemic of coronavirus 
Let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 God Almighty, Lord of heaven and earth, and of all creation visible 
and invisible: In Your inexpressible goodness, look down upon us, O 
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Your people gathered in Your Holy Name. Be our helper and defender in 
this day of affliction, for You know all our weaknesses and hear our cry in 
repentance and contrition of heart. O loving Lord, deliver us from the 
impending threat of the coronavirus. Send Your angel to watch over us and 
protect us. Grant health and recovery to those suffering from this virus. 
Guide the hands of the physicians and heal Your servants through them. 
Grant wisdom to those who are working on the vaccine for this virus. And 
preserve those who are healthy. Enable us to continue to serve our suffering 
brothers and sisters in peace that together we may glorify Your most 
honorable and majestic Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 

 Lord Jesus Christ, in Your loving care, You traveled through towns 
and villages healing every disease and sickness, and at Your 

command, the sick were made well: Yourself now come to our aid, in the 
midst of the global spread of the coronavirus, and grant us to experience the 
miracle Your healing love. 
Comfort the families of those who are sick or have died. May they regain 
their strength and health through quality medical care. And as they worry 
and grieve, defend them from illness and despair. 
Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working together and 
neighbors from helping one another. 
Guide the hands of the doctors and nurses and all medical professionals who 
seek to heal and help those affected and who put themselves at risk in the 
process. And impart Your wisdom on the researchers working on the 
vaccine for coronavirus. 
Heal us from our pride, which can make us claim immunity to a disease that 
knows no boundaries. Instill the fear of You in the leaders of our nation and 
other nations of the world. Give them the foresight to act with charity and 
true concern for the well-being of the people they are meant to serve. Give 
them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that will help prepare for 
or prevent future outbreaks. 

O 
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O Master and Lord, our Savior, Healer of all, stay by our side in this time of 
uncertainty and sorrow. Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by 
many people suffering from this illness or only a few, stay with us as we 
patiently endure and mourn, persist and prepare. 
For You are a merciful and loving God, and to You we give glory, to the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. 
Amen. 

Prayer for Doctors and Nurses 
 Lord Jesus Christ our God, Lover of mankind, Physician of our souls 
and bodies, You endured the pain of our infirmities, and by Your 

wounds we are healed. You gave sight to the man born blind and 
straightened the woman who was bent over for 18 years. You gave speech 
and sight to the mute man who was possessed by demons. You not only 
forgave the paralyzed man his sins, but healed him to walk. You restored 
the withered hand of a man in the synagogue and stopped the flow of blood 
of a woman who bled for 12 years. You raised Jairus’ daughter back to life 
and resurrected Lazarus who was dead four days. You heal every infirmity 
under the sun: Yourself now, O Lord, grant Your grace to all the doctors, 
nurses, physicians, and researchers, who have labored and studied hour 
upon hour, to go into all the world, and also to heal by the talent You have 
given to each of them. Strengthen them by Your strength, that they may not 
fear evil or disease. Enlighten them to do no evil by the works of their hands, 
and preserve them and those they serve in peace. For You are our God, and 
to You we give glory together with Your Father, Who has no beginning, and 
Your Most Holy, Good, and Life-giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages 
of ages. Amen. 
 

Daily Scripture readings 
Hebrews 12:28-13:8 

28 Therefore, since we are receiving a Kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us 
give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence 
and awe; 29 for indeed our God is a consuming fire. 13 1 Let mutual love 
continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that 
some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember those who 

O 
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are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who are being 
tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. 4 Let marriage be 
held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will 
judge fornicators and adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of 
money, and be content with what you have; for He has said, “I will never 
leave you or forsake you.” 6 So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my 
Helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” 7 Remember your 
leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of 
their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever.  
 

John 11:1-45 
11 1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and 
her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume 
and wiped His feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters 
sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom You love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus 
heard it, He said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s 
glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, 
though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard 
that Lazarus was ill, He stayed two days longer in the place where He was. 
7 Then after this He said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The 
disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone You, 
and are You going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve 
hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because 
they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble, 
because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, He told them, “Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The 
disciples said to Him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 
thought that He was referring merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them 
plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that 
you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, 
said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
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17 When Jesus arrived, He found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and 
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their 
brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met 
Him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had 
been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that 
God will give You whatever You ask of Him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your 
brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
Resurrection and the Life. Those who believe in Me, even though they die, 
will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you 
believe this?” 27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the 
Christ, the Son of God, Who is coming into the world.” 
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told 
her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she 
heard it, she got up quickly and went to Him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come 
to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met Him. 31 The 
Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up 
quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was 
going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and 
saw Him, she knelt at His feet and said to Him, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, He was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to Him, 
“Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how 
He loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not He who opened the 
eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and 
a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, 
the sister of the dead man, said to Him, “Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you 
that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away 
the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank You for 
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having heard Me. 42 I knew that You always hear Me, but I have said this for 
the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that You sent 
Me.” 43 When He had said this, He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of 
cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and 
let him go.” 45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and 
had seen what Jesus did, believed in Him. 
 

Feast of the day 
The Raising of Lazarus  

Visible triumphs are few in the earthly life of our Lord Jesus Christ. He 
preached a Kingdom “not of this world.” At His nativity in the flesh there 
was “no room at the inn.” For nearly thirty years, while He grew “in wisdom 
and in stature, and in favor with God and man” (Luke 2:52), He lived in 
obscurity as “the son of Mary.” When He appeared from Nazareth to begin 
His public ministry, one of the first to hear of Him asked, “Can anything 
good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46). In the end He was crucified 
between two thieves and laid to rest in the tomb of another man. 

Two brief days stand out as sharp exceptions to the above – days of clearly 
observable triumph. These days are known in the Church today as Lazarus 
Saturday and Palm Sunday. Together they form a unified liturgical cycle 
which serves as the passage from the forty days of Great Lent to Holy Week. 
They are the unique and paradoxical days before the Lord’s Passion. They 
are days of visible, earthly triumph, of resurrectional and messianic joy in 
which Christ Himself is a deliberate and active participant. At the same 
time, they are days which point beyond themselves to an ultimate victory 
and final kingship which Christ will attain not by raising one dead man or 
entering a particular city, but by His own imminent suffering, death and 
resurrection. 

In a carefully detailed narrative the Gospel relates how Christ, six days 
before His own death, and with particular mindfulness of the people 
“standing here, so that they may believe that You sent Me” (John 11:42), 
went to His dead friend Lazarus at Bethany outside of Jerusalem. He was 
aware of the approaching death of Lazarus but deliberately delayed His 
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coming, saying to His disciples at the news of His friend’s death: “For your 
sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe” (John 11:14). 
When Jesus arrived at Bethany, Lazarus was already dead four days. This 
fact is repeatedly emphasized by the Gospel narrative and the liturgical 
hymns of the feast. The four-day burial underscores the horrible reality of 
death. Man, created by God in His own image and likeness, is a spiritual-
material being, a unity of soul and body. Death is destruction; it is the 
separation of soul and body. The soul without the body is a ghost, as one 
Orthodox theologian puts it, and the body without the soul is a decaying 
corpse. “I weep and I wail, when I think upon death, and behold our beauty, 
fashioned after the image of God, lying in the tomb dishonored, disfigured, 
bereft of form.” This is a hymn of Saint John of Damascus sung at the 
Church’s burial services. This “mystery” of death is the inevitable fate of 
man fallen from God and blinded by his own prideful pursuits. 

With epic simplicity the Gospel records that, on coming to the scene of 
the horrible end of His friend, “Jesus wept” (John 11:35). At this moment 
Lazarus, the friend of Christ, stands for all people, and Bethany is the 
mystical center of the world. Jesus wept as He saw the “very good” creation 
and its king, man, “made through Him” (John 1:3) to be filled with joy, life 
and light, now a burial ground in which man is sealed up in a tomb outside 
the city, removed from the fullness of life for which he was created, and 
decomposing in darkness, despair and death. Again, as the Gospel says, the 
people were hesitant to open the tomb, for “by this time there will be an 
odor, for he has been dead four days” (John 11:39). 

When the stone was removed from the tomb, Jesus prayed to His Father 
and then cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” The icon of the feast 
shows the particular moment when Lazarus appears at the entrance to the 
tomb. He is still wrapped in his grave clothes and his friends, who are 
holding their noses because of the stench of his decaying body, must unwrap 
him. In everything stress is laid on the audible, the visible and the tangible. 
Christ presents the world with this observable fact: on the eve of His own 
suffering and death He raises a man dead four days! The people were 
astonished. Many immediately believed on Jesus and a great crowd began to 
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assemble around Him as the news of the raising of Lazarus spread. The regal 
entry into Jerusalem followed. 

Lazarus Saturday is a unique day: on a Saturday a Matins and Divine 
Liturgy bearing the basic marks of festal, resurrectional services, normally 
proper to Sundays, are celebrated. Even the baptismal hymn is sung at the 
Liturgy instead of Holy God, “As many as have been baptized into Christ, 
have put on Christ.” 

- Very Rev. Paul Lazor  
 

Troparion 
By raising Lazarus from the dead before Your passion, 
You confirmed the universal Resurrection, O Christ God. 
Like the children with the palms of victory, 
we cry out to You, O Vanquisher of death, 
“Hosanna in the Highest! 
Blessed is He Who comes in the Name of the Lord!” 
 

Kontakion 
Christ the Joy, the Truth and the Light of all, 
the Life of the World and the Resurrection 
has appeared in His goodness, to those on earth. 
He has become the Image of our Resurrection, 
granting divine forgiveness to all! 
 

Concluding prayers 
It is truly meet to bless you, O Theotokos, ever-blessed and most pure, 

and the Mother of our God. More honorable than the Cherubim, and more 
glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim, without corruption you gave 
birth to God the Word. True Theotokos we magnify you. 
 

hrough the prayers of our holy fathers and mother, O Lord Jesus Christ, 
our God, have mercy on us. Amen. T 
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