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Jesus said to the crowds about John, 
“I tell you, among those born of women no one is greater than John the Baptist. 

Yet the least in the Kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
(Luke 7:28)
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Rector Email Rectory # 
Priest Aleksey 

Paranyuk 
priest.aleksey@gmail.com (973) 256-0314 

 

 

 
#OrthodoxSingac 

 
For articles, sermons, schedule, latest news, announcements, and 

to join our emailing list, visit: 
 

www. s i n g a c .com 

www.facebook.com/StJohnSingac 

 www.instagram.com/StJohntheBaptist.Singac  

 @SaintJohnSingac 

If you are in need – be it financially, materially, emotion-
ally, or spiritually please do not hesitate to talk to Father 
Aleksey or any of the Parish Council members. While our 
“Needy Fund” will not break the bank, we can offer financial 
help. We can also cook meals for each other in case of un-
foreseen events, and be present and supportive, even if for 
a simple conversation. Donations toward the “Needy 
Fund” are always welcomed. 

Let us grow together in the love of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Saturdays Sundays 

Family Education Day* 
(Church School) – 3PM 

Great Vespers & confessions – 5PM 

Divine Liturgy with fellowship 
& coffee hour – 9:30AM 

* No Church School June-August 
 

Feast Days (on weekdays) 
Eve of Feast Day, Festal Vespers – 7PM 

Feast Day, Liturgy – 9AM 
 

Tuesday every other Friday 
Evening Service - 7PM online Book Study – 8PM 

 
 
To be a Christian means to live selflessly for 
the sake of others, in imitation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

One of the ways we do this is by feeding the 
hungry, those who unlike us, for whatever rea-
son, are unable to afford food. 

Saint John the Baptist Church supports 
Saint Agnes Food Pantry , which is run by St Agnes Epis-
copal Church in Little Falls, and we rely on your donations.  

To donate non-perishable foods, we have a collection basket 
in the narthex (vestibule), by the stairs to the choir loft. Every 
bit counts, and it does make a difference in people’s lives. 
Note: please make sure nothing’s expired. 

To give online, visit: www.singac.com/donate 
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Parish Rejuvenation Team : as is outlined in the be-
low article, “A message,” our parish took a hit during the 
pandemic, but we continue to chug along. The problem is 
that we seem to chug along aimlessly. For example, if you 
were asked “what is the purpose of your parish?” how many 
different answers would be given? Or “how transparent is 
the leadership of your parish?” Or “how accountable to each 
other are the parishioners in your church?” These are seri-
ous questions to which each person may give a different an-
swer. That should not be the case in a parish that strives to 
develop a relationship with Christ and preach His Gospel. 

Most stable organizations have something called Mission 
and Vision Statements. These things may be redundant 
sometimes, but they do give a general sense of purpose and 
direction to an organization. The By-laws of our own par-
ish have a section titled “Aim of the Parish,” which does 
not mention Jesus Christ even once! In fact, He is not men-
tioned anywhere in the By-laws(!!), which, you must 
agree, for a church is a problem. 

The goal of the Parish Rejuvenation Team will be to 
brainstorm ideas and come up with the Mission and Vision 
Statements for our parish, as well as ways to implement 
them as we move forward. If you would like to join this 
team, please let Fr Aleksey know. He may also himself ask 
you to join the team. We cannot afford to aimlessly wander 
any more. 
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A message from Saint John’s Parish Council and Father Aleksey. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, 

As summer is coming to its conclusion, many of the covid 
restrictions of the bygone years have also passed. By the grace 
of the Lord, our parish has navigated through these difficult 
times and has come out on the other side changed. It’s too 
early to say whether the change is for the better or for worse. 

While on Sunday’s we average about 50% less people in at-
tendance, as compared to BC (before covid), there are quite a 
few new faces. Today, we are more likely than not to have as 
many children in church as adults. And the children are in-
volved in everything – from serving in the altar to singing to 
helping with various events to even preaching with Fr Aleksey. 

We’ve also done a few upgrades to our buildings. HVAC 
systems were replaced in both the church and the Educa-
tional Center. After the church basement was flooded last 
Fall, we have made a decision to completely renovate it. God 
willing, the work will be done this coming Fall. 

Our long-time choir director, Andrew Miketzuk, resigned 
on Pentecost 2021. Please keep him in your prayers as he is 
dealing with some health issues. In his place we have now 
two great choir directors. On Sundays, Sergei Kondratiev 
leads us in singing; while on weekdays – Bill Nasiuta. Sergei’s 
wife, Olga, who has over 30 years of experience leading choirs 
in Russia, is also involved with our choir. 

The goal of our parish is simple – build a relationship with 
Christ as individuals and as one community. In our hyper-
individualized society, community aspect of our life is un-
derappreciated and missing. Christians have always formed 
communities because they know that we can’t be practicing 
Christians (and there is no such thing as a non-practicing 
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Christian) in isolation. Hell is full of lonely people, but God’s 
Kingdom is a community of saints in the presence of the 
King, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

As Russian philosopher Alexei Khomiakov said, “If anyone 
falls, he falls alone. But no one is saved alone.” And that’s 
because it’s easier for the evil one to pluck us out one by one, 
when we are scattered, to cloud our mind, to lead us astray. 
In a community of sinners, for that’s what a church is, we 
practice repentance, build each other up (Romans 15:2) in 
faithfulness to Christ, and hold each other accountable in 
hearing and keeping the Word of God (Luke 11:28). 

So we have a simple proposition for you – become part of 
this Christ-centered community by making a commitment. 
Things that do not require a commitment are not worth get-
ting into. Start with a least something, dedicate a Sunday a 
month (or a Sunday every two months) to spend it intention-
ally in the presence of the Lord in His house with a commu-
nity that also strives to do just that. And over time build on 
that; hold to this commitment for a year or two and then in-
crease in order to grow. But never just stay there, and never 
make a half-hearted commitment. 

Same thing applies to tithing (giving back to God from our 
finances, in recognition that He has given it to us). Do not 
set any lofty goals. Begin with what you can do now, do it for 
some time, and increase from there. 

If you’re ready to commit, you know where to find us. If you 
can’t make it to church due to health reasons, please give Fr 
Aleksey a call at 973-256-0314, and he will visit you on the 
regular basis. 

With love in Christ, 
The Parish Council 
and Father Aleksey 
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This space is for your prayer requests. 
This is an opportunity for us to pray for 

each other daily. Please remember the 
names listed below when you pray at home. 

Prayer for the living 
Remember, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, 
Your eternal mercies and compassion, for 
whose sake You became man and willingly 
endured crucifixion and death for the salvation of those who 
rightly believe in You. You rose from the dead and ascended 
into heaven and sit at the right hand of God the Father, look-
ing down on the humble petitions of those who call upon You 
with their whole heart. Incline Your ear and hear the prayer, 
which I, Your unworthy servant, offer You for all Your people 
as a spiritual fragrance. Save, O Lord, and have mercy on Your 
servants: 

All Christians persecuted throughout the world; All 
those suffering, wounded, and displaced because of the 
war in Ukraine, and other parts of the world; All those 
who are suffering from violence, hatred, and racism; 
those who are home-bound and all our parishioners. 

Prayer for the departed 
Remember, O Lord, the souls of Your departed servants: 

The newly-departed Sandra Perry (d. 08.20.2022); All who 
have been killed in the war in Ukraine; All those who died 
from coronavirus; Archpriest Peter Karel (d. 08.04.1970, served our 

parish 1939-1960), Irina Gozick, (d. 08.05.2021), Priest Emilian 
Skuby (d. 08.06.1952, served our parish 1929-1938), Priest Victor Kozub-
off (d. 08.06.1949, served our parish 1917), Walter Skrabits (d. 09.07.2021), 
Helen Szach (d. 10.03.2017), Archpriest Sergei Kosich (d. 

10.05.2012, served our parish 1993-2012), Anna Siebert (d. 10.18.2021), 
Archie Burke (d. 10.23.2016), 
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Forgive all their sins, both voluntary and involuntary. Grant 
them a portion of Your eternal blessings and the delight of 
the everlasting and blessed life. 

Remember, O Lord, all our departed fathers and mothers, 
brothers and sisters, husbands and wives, sons and daugh-
ters, all family members, friends, and neighbors, all Orthodox 
Christians who lie here and everywhere in the world in the 
hope of the Resurrection and eternal life. Grant them to live 
with Your saints in the Light of Your Presence. Have mercy 
on us also, for You are good and love mankind. Amen. 

 
Christians pray for each other and ask each other’s prayers. In do-
ing this they fulfill God’s command to love one another, and actu-
alize in a powerful way the fact that they are “members one of an-
other” in Him (Ephesians 4:25). “For just as the body is one and has 
many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 
are one body,” says Saint Paul, “so it is with Christ. Now you are 
the body of Christ and individually members of it” (1 Corinthians 
12:12, 27). 

The body of Christ, which Christians compose as members of 
Christ in His Church, cannot be broken by anything. We can sever 
ourselves from the body because of our sins, but we cannot be sep-
arated from it by anything else. 

The Apostle Paul again says it most adequately, “For I am sure 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). 

- Fr Thomas Hopko, “The Lenten Spring,” page 57 
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Birthdays 
August: 
• Peter, Sonia, Vladislaw, Jonathan, Charissa, Olga, Lud-
mila, Olga, Andrew, Marie, Vickie, Olga, Lenny, Maria, Alex, 
Nicholas, Anna, Jonathan, Marie, Nicholas, Jackie 
September: 
• Barry, Maksim, Alexandra, Edward, Gerald, Geraldine, 
Cheryl, Alexis, Andrei, Chris, Michael, Donna, Tatiana, Jo-
hanna, Stephanie, Gerald, Marina, Vladimir 
October: 
• Kathy, Megan, Nina, Emma, Jaye, John, Nancy, Lily, Geor-
giana, Laura, Linda, Bailey, Juan, Peter, Jean, Anna, Gregory, 
Tamara, Mark, Alison, Janeen 

Happy birthday! Many and blessed years! 
 

 
 

Dues 
If you have not received your “dues letter” for this year, 
fear not. You do not need that letter to do your part. 
Since 2019, the dues at our parish are as follows: 

• $200 for persons 21-64 years of age 
• $150 for those 65-89 years of age 
• Those 90+ years old are exempt 

If you haven’t sent your dues for this or last year, you may 
do so by the end of the year.  
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* * * The schedule is  subject to change  * * *  
Check regularly on: 

 www.singac.com & www.facebook.com/StJohnSingac/ 
SEPTEMBER 2 Friday 8pm online Book Study 

09.03 Saturday 5pm Great Vespers & confessions 
09.04 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 
09.06 Tuesday 7pm Akathist to Jesus Christ 

 

BEHEADING OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST (parish minor feast day) 
09.10 Saturday 5pm Festal Vespers & confessions 

09.11 
Sunday 

strict fast day 9:30am 

Divine Liturgy & fellowship 
Back to School prayer and bless-
ing for all students, parents, and 

teachers 
 

09.13 Tuesday 7pm Akathist to St John the Baptist 
09.18 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 

 

NATIVITY OF THE MOTHER OF GOD 
09.20 Tuesday 7pm Festal Vespers with Litia 
09.21 Thursday 9am Divine Liturgy 

 

09.23 Friday 8pm online Book Study 

09.24 Saturday  
5pm 

Saint John’s Annual Picnic 
Great Vespers & confessions 

09.25 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 
 

UNIVERSAL EXALTATION OF THE PRECIOUS CROSS 
09.26 Monday 7pm Festal Vespers with Litia 

09.27 Tuesday 
9am 
7pm 

Divine Liturgy 
Akathist to the Mother of 

God, “Nurturer of Children” 
 

09.30 Friday 5pm Annual Panikhida for the 
Siebert family 

OCTOBER 1 Saturday 
3pm 
5pm 

Parish Ed Day (Church School) 
Great Vespers & confessions 

10.02 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 
10.04 Tuesday 7pm Akathist to Jesus Christ 
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CONCEPTION OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST (another parish minor feast day) 
and SAINT INNOCENT, METROPOLITAN OF MOSCOW, APOSTLE TO THE AMERICAS 

10.05 Wednesday 7pm Festal Vespers 
10.06 Tuesday 9am Divine Liturgy 

 

10.07 Friday 8pm online Book Study 

10.08 Saturday 3pm 
5pm 

Parish Ed Day (Church School) 
Great Vespers & confessions 

10.09 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 
10.11 Tuesday 7pm Akathist to St John the Baptist 

 

PROTECTION OF THE MOTHER OF GOD 
10.13 Thursday 7pm Festal Vespers with Litia 
10.14 Friday 9am Divine Liturgy 

 

10.15 Saturday 
3pm 
5pm 

Parish Ed Day (Church School) 
Great Vespers & confessions 

10.16 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 

10.18 Tuesday 7pm Akathist “Glory to God for 
All Things” 

10.21 Friday 8pm online Book Study 

10.22 Saturday 3pm 
5pm 

Parish Ed Day (Church School) 
Great Vespers & confessions 

10.23 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship  

10.25 Tuesday 7pm Akathist to the Mother of 
God, “Nurturer of Children” 

10.29 Saturday 3pm 
5pm 

Parish Ed Day (Church School) 
Great Vespers & confessions 

10.30 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 
 

 

There is a new and easy way for you to support our parish. It’s 
called Amazon Smile . If you like shopping on Amazon.com 
(and who doesn’t?) visit http://www.singac.com/amazonsmile to 
find out how you can join in on the fun. In short, the way you shop 
or the deals you get on Amazon remain the same, but as you are 
making another splurge, Amazon contributes to our parish! 
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EVENTS to BUILD up 
and STRENGTHEN our COMMUNITY: 

 

Saint John’s Annual Picnic : God willing, we plan to 
have our traditional picnic on Saturday, September 24. Do 
not think of it as fundraising, because it is not. This picnic 
is community building – we work together for a common goal 
not so much to raise money, but to share something with 
others. This is an opportunity for our parish to do some-
thing for the greater community (the people in Little Falls 
are always looking forward to it), grow closer through com-
mon work, and, yes, God willing, raise some funds. This is 
an all-hands-on-deck kind of event. September will be busy, 
please be ready to commit as much of your time as you can. 

Looking ahead to late Fall-early Winter : two 
other activities that usually happen around the “holiday 
season” are the annual parish Thanksgiving Dinner and 
Yolka. Details for both will be made available in the next 
issue of The Orthodox Way. 

Church School : will begin on Saturday, October 1. Appli-
cation form and other details will be posted on our website. 

Last year we switched our Church School to Saturday for 
the first time, and it went very well. Children had enough 
time to receive their instruction, without rushing to get to 
church; while adults had their class. That was followed by 
a common meal and Vespers. 

We plan to use the same format going forward. And 
please remember, this is a Parish Education Day intended 
for everyone, not just children. In the adult class we will 
discuss parenting, and also how to react or handle some of 
the current developments in our society. 
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Confessions : Father Aleksey is available to hear your 
confessions every Saturday after Vespers. You can also 
schedule a confession during a weekday. Confessions will 
not be heard on Sunday morning before the Liturgy, but it 
is possible to have a confession after the Liturgy. 

To every rule there are exceptions, however. If Sunday 
morning is the only time that you can come to confession, 
then Father Aleksey will gladly hear your confession, as 
long as you call in advance (as in, before Sunday). 

As general rule of thumb, Orthodox Christians come to 
confession about once a month. 

If you are a regular parishioner, meaning, you actively par-
ticipate in the divine services and other events of the par-
ish life, but are not yet a registered member, would you 
consider becoming one? 

See Father Aleksey with questions about what registered 
membership means to the parish and to you. 

If you are a registered member, but do not actively par-
ticipate in the divine services and the various events 
of the parish life, consider stepping up your participation! 
See Father Aleksey for ways you can do it. 

Support Saint John’s while shopping for grocery! Buy the 
ShopRite shopping cards from us. They are as good as cash. 
They do not cost you anything extra, while ShopRite donates 
back to the parish 5% from the amount we sell. These shopping 
cards are also accepted at Foodtown! 

Please call Vickie Duin at (973) 684-5844, or see her or Julie 
Riker any Sunday after the Liturgy. The cards come in the de-
nominations of $25-50-100. 
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