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Jesus said to the crowds about John, 
“I tell you, among those born of women no one is greater than John the Baptist. 

Yet the least in the Kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
(Luke 7:28)
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For articles, schedule, latest news, announcements, and to join our 
emailing list, visit: 

www.singac.com 

www.facebook.com/StJohnSingac 

 www.instagram.com/StJohntheBaptist .Singac 

 @SaintJohnSingac 
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Saturdays Sundays 

Great Vespers – 5PM 
Confessions after Vespers 

Divine Liturgy – 9:30AM 

 
Feast Days (falling on weekdays) 

Eve of Feast Day, Festal Vespers – 7PM 
Feast Day, Liturgy – 9AM 

 
every other Tuesday every other Friday 

Evening Service - 7PM 
Bible Study* – 7:30PM  
* both in-person and online 

online Book Study – 8PM 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

To give online, visit: www.singac.com/donate

Join our online Book Study group, which meets every other  
Friday at 8pm. 

Currently we are reading an important and exciting book, 
"The Religion of the Apostles" by Fr Stephen De Young.  

We meet via Google Meet; therefore, let Fr Aleksey know if 
you would like to join. 

. 
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Death by Holiness 
 
Author: Father Stephen De Young, a priest of the An-

tiochian Archdiocese of North America, pastor of Arch-
angel Gabriel Orthodox Church in Lafayette, LA. 

 
At several points in the Scriptures, hu-
man persons come in contact with the sa-
cred in ways that result in extremely neg-
ative consequences. Chiefly, this takes 
the form of death. By entering sacred 
space or coming into contact with holy 
things incorrectly, these persons are immediately struck dead. This 
result, being instant, leaves no room for repentance or correction. 
The nature of these deaths and warnings issued regarding them, 
both before and after, has created a certain false sense of fear 
among many Christians. The seeming injustice of the death penalty 
for what seems to be minor transgression has likewise become a 
source of mockery for critics of the Scriptures and of Christianity. 

Before looking at several individual instances of this type from 
the Scriptures, there is an important overarching distinction to be 
made. Despite a common interpretive intuition, none of these epi-
sodes represent a judgment upon the quality of a particular person. 
They are not brought about because a person is unworthy, or a sin-
ner, or part of some other category of ‘wicked humans’ and despite 
this has approached God or come into contact with that which is 
holy. There are far more examples in the Scriptures of sinful and 
unworthy individuals coming into direct contact with God and being 
brought to repentance and otherwise purified. In fact, this latter de-
scription applies to every other contact with God in the Scriptures 
beyond those represented by the handful about to be discussed. 

Rather than the persons involved in these episodes being par-
ticularly unworthy or sinful, resulting in their fates, it is that they 
come into contact with the sacred or come into the presence of God 
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unworthily. It is a question of an adverb rather than an adjective. 
It is the way in which these persons do what they do that brings 
upon them the consequences that they receive. The core purpose 
of religious practice, from the Torah (Old Testament books of Law) 
to contemporary Orthodox Christianity, is to describe the means 
through which, in prayer and repentance, human persons can ap-
proach the Holy God and come into contact with the sacred in a 
way which is purifying and salvific rather than dangerous and 
therefore fearsome. 

Possibly the first notable instance of someone struck dead by 
the presence of God comes in Leviticus 10. In the preceding chap-
ters, Aaron and his sons had been ordained as priests to serve in 
that capacity for the nascent nation of Israel. Following their ordi-
nation, Aaron had offered sacrifices according to the instructions 
given him from Yahweh (a form of the Hebrew name of God used in the 
Old Testament) through Moses and those offerings had been ac-
cepted. In the tenth chapter of Leviticus, however, something dif-
ferent occurs in the case of the first offerings, of incense, made by 
Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu. 

Nadab and Abihu came to the tabernacle and offered unauthor-
ized incense before God that He had not commanded (verse 1). Fire 
came out from the presence of Yahweh and consumed them, killing 
them (v. 2). Based only on these first two verses, it is not entirely 
clear as to what their specific sin was. There are two obvious possi-
bilities. First, that they were offering the wrong kind of incense, in 
relation to the specific instructions of Exodus 30. Alternatively, they 
may have offered this incense at an incorrect time, based on the 
same instructions. It is also, of course, possible that they did both. 

Further information, however, is given immediately after the 
deaths by Moses speaking for Yahweh to Aaron and his surviving 
sons, Eleazar and Ithamar. This information includes a series of 
specific instructions with warnings that departing from these in-
structions will result in their deaths. The three specific instructions 
given to those serving as priests was that they could not have un-
kempt hair or clothing, they could not come and go from the 
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tabernacle as they wished during their service, and they could not, 
when coming into the tabernacle, be drunk on wine or strong 
drink. Finally, they are instructed generally to distinguish between 
what is sacred and what is profane, what is clean and what is un-
clean, and know all of the commandments of God so that they 
could teach them to Israel (v. 6-11). 

From all of these descriptions and instructions, the sin of 
Nadab and Abihu becomes clear. They failed to distinguish be-
tween the place into which they were entering, the presence of 
Yahweh, the God of Israel, from any other tent in the camp. Be-
cause they did so, they entered in a casual and impious way. Based 
on the hints here, they may have been disheveled, drunk, and oth-
erwise careless. This may have extended to the kind of incense of-
fered and what it was offered. Further, their deaths are described 
by Yahweh through Moses in passive terms. Fire comes out and 
consumes them. The warning is not that God will kill them, but 
that they will die. The holiness of God is itself dangerous and, there-
fore, must be approached with care and concern, in the fear of God 
with faith and love. 

Another Old Testament episode brought up in this context is 
that of Uzzah (2 Samuel 6:5-11). At the time when David, the 
prophet and king, brought the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem in 
preparation for the building of the temple, Uzzah was one of the 
drivers of the cart which carried it. Famously, as the cart rolled 
toward Jerusalem, one of the oxen stumbled, jarring the cart. Uz-
zah reached out and steadied the ark on the cart and was instantly 
struck dead for his sin. David took this as a sign of Yahweh’s dis-
favor at his actions and ordered the cart to stop and for the ark to 
remain where it was, on the lands of one Obed-edom the Gittite. 

As part of Christian theology’s identification of the Theotokos 
as a new ark of the covenant, David’s expression of dismay here, 
“Who am I that the ark of my Lord should come to me?” is echoed 
in St. Luke’s Gospel by St. Elizabeth’s exclamation (Luke 1:43). The 
story regarding the priest Jephonias at the dormition of the The-
otokos can therefore be seen to be parallel to that of Uzzah. God 
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proceeded to bless Obed-edom due to the ark’s presence, leading 
David to finally bring it to Jerusalem, reassured that it was not the 
moving of the ark that had led to Uzzah’s fate. 

The text, therefore, clarifies that the sin was not the transfer-
ence of the ark, but rather Uzzah’s touching it in order to steady it. 
As already seen in the case of Nadab and Abihu, the issue here is 
Uzzah treating the ark as any other object which he might haul in 
his cart. The ark is not just another box or a valuable golden piece 
of art. The ark is the central location of Yahweh’s presence among 
the people of Israel. At a previous point in the ark’s history, the ark 
had been returned by the Philistines to the Israelites on an un-
manned cart (1 Samuel 6:7-12). When these two episodes are com-
pared, the pointed contrast is obvious. The pagan Philistines had a 
greater degree of belief and trust in Yahweh than Uzzah. It was not, 
therefore, some unworthiness or sinfulness of Uzzah in particular, 
which brought about his demise. Rather, it was his casual treat-
ment of the ark of God’s holiness and the manner with which he 
interacted with it. 

In the New Testament, an episode in the Acts of the Apostles 
closely parallels that of Nadab and Abihu, and deliberately so. An-
anias and Sapphira, two members of the church at Jerusalem at its 
earliest phase, sold a tract of land. They brought a portion of the 
proceeds to the apostles and gave it to the Christian community. 
When asked by St. Peter if the donation represented the entire sum 
of the sale, both Ananias and his wife separately lied and were each 
struck dead. In both cases, St. Peter states before their demise that 
they have lied to God, the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:1-11). The text is clear 
that it was the falsehood which was the sin, not the percentage of 
the money which they chose to donate. 

In the same way, in which the story of Nadab and Abihu follows 
the consecration of the tabernacle, in which it was filled by the 
Presence of God, the story of Ananias and Sapphira follows the 
outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost upon the members of the 
community in Jerusalem. Nadab and Abihu’s deaths served as a 
warning to the community as a whole and the priests in particular 
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that they must carefully discern the way in which they approached 
the Presence of God. In the same way, the death of Ananias and 
Sapphira give warning to the entire Christian community that the 
presence of the Spirit in the Church requires the same level of de-
votion and care required of the priests of the old covenant when an 
approach is made to the God of Israel. 

St. Paul applies this theology in his instructions regarding the 
Eucharist (Communion) (1 Corinthians 11:27-32). He speaks of the 
manner in which one approaches the Eucharist. To receive un-
worthily, in an unworthy manner, is to eat and drink judgment. 
This is, as before, not a prohibition of certain people whom St. Paul 
deems ‘unworthy’ from the Eucharist. Rather, it is a reminder of 
the dangerous nature of drawing close to God. It is a reaffirmation 
by St. Paul that to eat and drink of the Eucharist is to receive the 
Body and Blood of Christ, of God Himself, within one’s own body. 
There is no more intimate contact with God. Doing this in a casual 
or otherwise unworthy way, without repentance, had led to some 
in the community at Corinth becoming ill, and even to the death 
of some. The bread and wine, the Body and Blood of Christ, like 
the incense offered by Nadab and Abihu, and like the ark touched 
by Uzzah, cannot be approached as just any common food. 

Our God is a fire, consuming unworthiness (Hebrews 12:28-29). 
It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God (Hebrews 
10:31). God is holy, and the holy God dwelling in the midst of His 
people presents a potential danger. When a sacred object is treated 
as a common thing, that sacred thing is profaned. It becomes no 
longer sacred and holy but a thing of common use. Because God is 
His holiness, He cannot be profaned. Christ cannot be made com-
mon. The Holy Spirit cannot become a spirit of some other kind. 
The profanation of God, then, does no injury to God but results in 
the destruction of the human person. Approaching our Lord Jesus 
Christ with repentance, reverence, and awe results in the burning 
away of all that is sinful and impure within us. Approaching Him 
in any other manner will eventually lead to our destruction along 
with our sins (John 8:21-24).
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If you are in need – be it financially, materially, emotionally, or spir-
itually please do not hesitate to talk to Father Aleksey or any of the 
Parish Council members. While our “Needy Fund” will not break the 
bank, we can offer financial help. We can also cook meals for each 
other in case of unforeseen events, and be present and supportive, 
even if for a simple conversation. 
 Donations toward the “Needy Fund” are always welcomed. 

Let us grow together in the love of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 
 

If you are a regular parishioner, meaning, you actively participate 
in the divine services and other events of the parish life, but are not 
yet a registered member, would you consider becoming one? 

See Father Aleksey with questions about what registered mem-
bership means to the parish and to you. 

If you are a registered member, but do not actively participate 
in the divine services and the various events of the parish life, con-
sider stepping up your participation! See Father Aleksey for ways 
you can do it. 

 

 
 

There is a new and 
easy way for you to 
support our parish. 
It’s called Amazon 

Smile. If you like shopping on Amazon.com (and who doesn’t?) 
visit http://www.singac.com/amazonsmile to find out how you 

can join in on the fun. In short, the way you shop or the deals you 
get on Amazon remain the same, but as you are making another 

splurge, Amazon contributes to our parish! 
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This space is for your prayer requests. 
This is an opportunity for us to pray for 

each other daily. Please remember the 
names listed below when you pray at 
home. 

PRAYER FOR THE LIVING 
Remember, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, 
Your eternal mercies and compassion, for whose sake You 
became man and willingly endured crucifixion and death for 
the salvation of those who rightly believe in You. You rose 
from the dead and ascended into heaven and sit at the right 
hand of God the Father, looking down on the humble peti-
tions of those who call upon You with their whole heart. In-
cline Your ear and hear the prayer, which I, Your unworthy 
servant, offer You for all Your people as a spiritual fragrance. 
Save, O Lord, and have mercy on Your servants: 

All Christians persecuted throughout the world; Every-
one suffering from coronavirus, whether spiritually or 
physically, emotionally or financially; All those who are 
suffering from violence, hatred, and racism; those who 
are home-bound and all our parishioners; Vladimir, 
Daria, Larissa, Marina, Harris, Lukas, Geneva, Richard, 
Mark, Vivienne, Irina, Mat. Natallia, Ioann, Katerina, 
Helena, Patrick, Father Aleksey 

PRAYER FOR THE DEPARTED 
Remember, O Lord, the souls of Your departed servants: 

All those who died from coronavirus; John, Archpriest 
Peter Karel (served our parish in 1939-1960), Priest Emilian 
Skuby (served our parish in 1929-1938), Priest Victor Kozuboff 
(served our parish in 1917), Mary, Margaret, Nicholas, Anna, 
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Zora, Helen, Archpriest Sergei Kosich (served our parish in 
1993-2012), Archie 

Forgive all their sins, both voluntary and involuntary. Grant 
them a portion of Your eternal blessings and the delight of 
the everlasting and blessed life. 

Remember, O Lord, all our departed fathers and mothers, 
brothers and sisters, husbands and wives, sons and daugh-
ters, all family members, friends, and neighbors, all Orthodox 
Christians who lie here and everywhere in the world in the 
hope of the Resurrection and eternal life. Grant them to live 
with Your saints in the Light of Your Presence. Have mercy 
on us also, for You are good and love mankind. Amen. 

 
Christians pray for each other and ask each other’s prayers. In do-
ing this they fulfill God’s command to love one another, and actu-
alize in a powerful way the fact that they are “members one of an-
other” in Him (Ephesians 4:25). “For just as the body is one and has 
many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 
are one body,” says Saint Paul, “so it is with Christ. Now you are 
the body of Christ and individually members of it” (1 Corinthians 
12:12, 27). 

The body of Christ, which Christians compose as members of 
Christ in His Church, cannot be broken by anything. We can sever 
ourselves from the body because of our sins, but we cannot be sep-
arated from it by anything else. 

The Apostle Paul again says it most adequately, “For I am sure 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). 

- Fr Thomas Hopko, “The Lenten Spring,” page 57 
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BIRTHDAYS 
August: 
• Peter, Sonia, Jonathan, Vladislaw, Charissa, Lyudmila, 
Olga, Olga, Andrew, Marie, Vickie, Olga, Lenny, Maria, Alex, 
Anna, Jonathan, Marie, Nicholas, Jacqueline 
September: 
• Barry, Maksim, Alexandra, Gino, Edward, Gerald, Gerald-
ine, Cheryl, Alexis, Andrei, Chris, Michael, Donna, Tatiana, 
Johanna, Gerald, Misha, Vladimir  
October: 
• Kathie, Megan, Nina, Emma, Jaye, Anna, John, Nancy, 
Lily, Georgiana, Laura, Linda, Juan, Peter, Jean, Anna, Greg-
ory, Tamara, Walter, Janeen 

Happy birthday! Many and blessed years! 
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* * * The schedule is subject to change * * *  
Check regularly on: 

 www.singac.com & www.facebook.com/StJohnSingac/ 
 

AUGUST 1 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 
08.03 Tuesday 7pm 

7:30pm 
Akathist to Jesus Christ 

Bible Study 
08.07 Saturday 5pm Vespers & confessions 
08.08 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 
08.13 Friday 8pm online Book Study 
05.21 Friday 8pm online Book Study 

DORMITION FAST: AUGUST 14-27 
08.14 Saturday 5pm Vespers & confessions 
08.15 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 
08.17 Tuesday 7pm 

 
7:30pm 

Akathist “Glory to God for 
All Things” 
Bible Study 

 

TRANSFIGURATION of JESUS CHRIST 
08.18 Wednesday 7pm Festal Vespers with Litia 
08.19 Thursday 9am 

 
Divine Liturgy & blessing of 

first-fruits 
 

08.21 Saturday 5pm Vespers & confessions 
08.22 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 
08.24 Tuesday 7pm Akathist to St John the Baptist 

 

DORMITION 
the FALLING ASLEEP of the MOTHER of GOD 

08.27 Friday 7pm 
8pm 

Festal Vespers with Litia 
online Book Study 

08.28 Saturday 9am 
 

5pm 

Divine Liturgy & blessing of 
flowers and herbs 

Vespers & confessions 
 

08.29 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 
08.31 Tuesday 7pm 

 
Akathist to the Mother of 

God, “Nurturer of Children” 
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7:30pm Bible Study 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 4 Saturday 5pm Great Vespers & confessions 
09.05 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 
09.07 Tuesday 7pm Akathist to Saint Maxim 

Sandovich 
 

BEHEADING of SAINT JOHN the BAPTIST 
09.10 Friday 7pm 

8pm 
Festal Vespers with Litia 

online Book Study 
09.11 

STRICT FAST 
Saturday 9am 

5pm 
Divine Liturgy 

Great Vespers & confessions 
 

09.12 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 
09.18 Saturday 5pm Great Vespers & confessions 
09.19 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 

 

NATIVITY of the MOTHER of GOD 
09.20 Monday 7pm Festal Vespers with Litia 
09.21 Tuesday 9am 

7pm 
Divine Liturgy 

Akathist “Glory to God for 
All Things” 

 

09.24 Friday 8pm online Book Study 
09.25 Saturday 5pm Great Vespers & confessions 
09.26 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 

 

UNIVERSAL ELEVATION of the PRECIOUS and LIFE-GIVING CROSS 
09.26 Sunday 7pm Festal Vespers with Litia 
09.27 Monday 9am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 

 

09.28 Tuesday 7pm 
 

7:30pm 

Akathist to the Mother of 
God, “Nurturer of Children” 

Bible Study 
10.02 Saturday 5pm Great Vespers & confessions 
10.03 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 
10.05 Tuesday 7pm Akathist to Jesus Christ 
10.08 Friday 8pm online Book Study 
10.09 Saturday 5pm Great Vespers & confessions 
10.10 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 
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10.12 Tuesday 7pm 
7:30pm 

Akathist St John the Baptist 
Bible Study 

 

PROTECTION of the MOTHER of GOD 
10.13 Wednesday 7pm Festal Vespers with Litia 
10.14 Thursday 9am Divine Liturgy 

 

10.16 Saturday 5pm Great Vespers & confessions 
10.17 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 
10.19 Tuesday 7pm Akathist “Glory to God for 

All Things” 
10.22 Friday 8pm online Book Study 
10.23 Saturday 5pm Great Vespers & confessions 
10.24 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 
10.26 Tuesday 7pm 

 
7:30pm 

Akathist to the Mother of 
God, “Nurturer of Children” 

Bible Study 
10.30 Saturday 5pm Great Vespers & confessions 
10.31 Sunday 9:30am Divine Liturgy & fellowship 

 
* * * The schedule is subject to change * * *  

Check regularly on: 
 www.singac.com & www.facebook.com/StJohnSingac/ 

MEMORIALS 
• 40th Day Memorial for John Humecky – August 8 
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CONFESSIONS: Father Aleksey is available to hear your con-
fessions every Saturday after Vespers. You can also schedule 
a confession during a weekday. Confessions will not be heard 
on Sunday morning before the Liturgy, but it is possible to 
have a confession after the Liturgy. 

To every rule there are exceptions, however. If Sunday 
morning is the only time that you can come to confession, 
then Father Aleksey will gladly hear your confession, as long 
as you call in advance (as in, before Sunday). 

As general rule of thumb, Orthodox Christians come to 
confession about once a month. 

 

 
 

To be a Christian means to live selflessly for 
the sake of others, in imitation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

One of the ways we do this is by feeding 
the hungry, those who unlike us, for whatever 
reason, are unable to afford food. 

Saint John the Baptist Church supports 
Saint Agnes Food Drive, which is run by St Agnes Episcopal 
Church in Little Falls, and we rely on your donations.  

If you would like to donate non-perishable foods, we have 
a collection basket in the narthex (vestibule), by the stairs to 
the choir loft. Every bit counts, and it does make a difference 
in people’s lives. 
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Support Saint John’s while shopping for 
grocery! Buy the ShopRite shopping cards 

from us. They are as good as cash. They do 
not cost you anything extra, while 

ShopRite donates back to the parish 5% 
from the amount we sell. These shopping cards are also accepted 

at Foodtown! 
Please call Vickie Duin at (973) 684-5844, or see her or 

Julie Riker any Sunday after the Liturgy. The cards come in 
the denominations of $25-50-100. 

 

 

THANK YOU TO… 
Doctors, nurses, physicians, and all hospital workers who 
heal by the talent given to them by God, and who labor for 

the sake of their brothers and sisters in order to alleviate the 
pain and suffering of those who are sick. 

 

RETURNING to WORSHIP 
If you are ready to return to church, we are back to our regular 
schedule. The fellowship and Coffee Hour will also soon re-
turn. Weekly Bible Study classes have resumed with in-per-
son and online options. There is also a Book Study group that 
meets online every other week. To get access to these online 
classes, email Father Aleksey. 
 We are maintaining the sanitary regulations out of the 
abundance of caution. Even these, however, eventually will 
be rendered unnecessary. 
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