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Office hours
Monday – Friday: 9:00am - 2:00pm
Any other time – by appointment
Regular Schedule of Services
(Unless otherwise announced)

Saturdays
Great Vespers – 6:00pm
(confessions after Vespers)

Sundays
Sunday School Divine Liturgy -

Feast Days (weekdays)
Eve of Feast Day, Festal Vespers - 7:00pm
Feast Day, Liturgy - 9:00am
Tuesdays
Evening Prayer Service – 6:45pm
Bible Study – 7:30pm

Attendance Statistics for Oct.-Dec.
October
Sunday Liturgy:
61 average
non-Sunday Liturgy:8 avg.
Vespers:
3 avg. L
Tues. Service:
2 avg. L
Bible Study:
5 avg. L

November
70 avg.
n/a
~2 avg. L
~2 avg. L
~3 avg. L

December
67 avg.
11 avg.
~2 avg. L
~1 avg. L
4 avg. L

9:00am
9:30am

P a s t o r ’ s

N o t e s

Pastor’s Notes
Dear brothers and sisters,
Christ is born! Glorify Him!
Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! С Рождеством Христовым! С Новым Годом!
As we embark on the new year (and think about the idea of resolutions, which
always warm our hearts the first few weeks of each year), it is always good to take a
moment to look back at where we were, both individually and as a parish family, assess
where we are right now, and determine where we want to be.
While it’s true that across the board all Christian denominations are struggling
because “it’s not what it used to be,” this, however, does not help us move forward.
This kind of negative thinking only hampers our development. It’s good to keep the
past in our minds, but only as far as it helps the present.
We had a relatively busy year. I will not recount all the events here, you can go on
our website and click through the calendar for the last year. Yet, we have the potential
for more, beginning, of course, with the services in church (that’s, after all, what the
church building stands for). We are looking ahead to this year and the events that we
plan (which I will also not introduce now, to keep the suspense going J, if you will).
I do want, however, to challenge you this year. Ponder this question: “Why does
God have us here in this place, with these resources, at this time?” As I said above,
answers from the past will no longer address the needs where the congregation is in its
present life. Therefore, we, as the community and family, need to answer the above
question. There is no right or wrong answer here, but I will give you a hint, the answer
definitely includes two words – Jesus Christ.
Successful parishes (whatever that means), are not the ones with packed pews
(even though this wouldn’t hurt J), but rather those who love Christ, follow Him, are
not shy about it, preach and witness to the Gospel, and do all of this in joy.
You do not have to share your answer to the challenge question, but if you have
ideas or something you would like to discuss, we are all ears. In fact, I would like all of
you to give feedback, advice, ask questions, provide comments or criticism. As a priest,
my only concern is for all of us to be as close to Jesus as possible. As a human being I
am imperfect, so your feedback can help me minister to you, and for the whole parish
to figure out the right direction.
Yours in Christ,
Priest Aleksey Paranyuk
✜ ✜ ✜
Bible Study – come, read and learn in a group with us! The rumor is
the priest is learning and enjoying it more than anyone else.

✜ ✜ ✜
Once a month, Father Aleksey is leading Talks with Teens. We
discuss the principles of our faith, read some books together, and learn
from each other. If you would like to sign up your teens, email Father Aleksey, at priest.aleksey@gmail,
to be added to the email list. Teenagers and young adults are
welcome!
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The Life of the World
Excerpt from the book of Fr Alexander Schmemann, “For the Life of the World”

Chapter 1, part 2
"Man is what he eats." But what does he eat and why? These questions seem naive
and irrelevant not only to Feuerbach. They seemed even more irrelevant to his
religious opponents. To them, as to him, eating was a material function, and the only
important question was whether in addition to it man possessed a spiritual
"superstructure." Religion said yes. Feuerbach said no. But both answers were given
within the same fundamental opposition of the spiritual to the material. "Spiritual"
versus "material," "sacred" versus "profane," "supernatural" versus "natural" – such were
for centuries the only accepted, the only understandable moulds and categories of
religious thought and experience. And Feuerbach, for all his materialism, was in fact a
natural heir to Christin "idealism" and "spiritualism."
But the Bible, we have seen, also begins with man as a hungry being, with the man
who is that which he eats. The perspective, however, is wholly different, for nowhere in
the Bible do we find the dichotomies which for us are the self-evident framework of all
approaches to religion. In the Bible the food that man eats, the world of which he must
partake in order to live, is given to him by God, and it is given as communion with God.
The world as man's food is not something "material" and limited to material functions,
thus different from, and opposed to, the specifically "spiritual" functions by which man
is related to God. All that exists is God's gift to man, and it all exists to make God
known to man, to make man's life communion with God. It is vine love made food,
made life for man. God blesses everything He creates, and, in biblical language, this
means that He makes all creation the sign and means of His presence and wisdom, love
and revelation: "O taste d see at the Lord is good" (Psalm 34:8, also sung during
Communion).
Man is a hungry being. But he is hungry for God. Behind all the hunger of our life is
God. All desire is finally a desire for Him. To be sure, man is not the only hungry
being. All that exists lives by "eating." The whole creation depends on food. But the
unique position of man in the universe is that he alone is to bless God for the food and
the life he receives from Him. He alone is to respond to God's blessing with his
blessing. The significant fact about the life in the Garden of Eden is that man is to name
things. As soon as animals have been created to keep Adam company, God brings them
to Adam to see what he will call them. "And whatever Adam called every living
creature, that was its name" (Genesis 2:19). Now, in the Bible a name is infinitely more
than a means to distinguish one thing from another. It reveals the very essence of a
thing, or rather its essence as God's gift. To name a thing is to manifest the meaning
and value God gave it, to know it as coming from God and to know its place and
function with the cosmos created by God.
To name a thing, in other words, is to bless God for it and it. And in the Bible to
bless God is not a "religious" or a "cultic" act, but the very way of life. God blessed the
world, blessed man, blessed the seventh day (that is, time), and this means that He
filled all that exists with His love and goodness, made all this "very good" (Genesis
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1:31). So the only natural (and not "supernatural") reaction of man, to whom God gave
this blessed and sanctified world, is to bless God in return, to thank Him, to see the
world as God sees it and – In this act of gratitude and adoration – to know, name and
possess the world. All rational, spiritual and other qualities of man, distinguishing him
from other creatures, have their focus and ultimate fulfillment in this capacity to bless
God, to know, so to speak, the meaning of the thirst and hunger that constitutes his
life. "Homo sapiens," (“wise man,” from Latin), "homo faber” (“man the creator,” from
Latin)… yes, but first of all, "homo adorans" (“worshipping man,” from Latin). The first,
the basic definition of man is that he is the priest. He stands in the center of the world
and unifies it in his act of blessing God, of both receiving the world from God and
offering it to back God – and by filling the world with this eucharist (thanksgiving), he
transforms his life, the one that he receives from the world, into life in God, into
communion with Him. The world was created as the "matter," the material of one allembracing eucharist, and man was created as the priest of this cosmic sacrament.
Men understand all this instinctively if not rationally. Centuries of secularism have
failed to transform eating into something strictly utilitarian. Food is still treated with
reverence. A meal is still a rite – the last "natural sacrament" of family and friendship,
of life that is more than "eating" and "drinking." To eat is still something more than to
maintain bodily functions. People may not understand what that "something more" is,
but they nonetheless desire to celebrate it. They are still hungry and thirsty for
sacramental life.
(to be continued…)
For more interesting articles visit our website, www.singac.com.
✜ ✜ ✜
Ever
wanted
to
make
an
http://www.singac.com/donations

online

donation?

Now

you

can!

Visit

Водою и Духом
Выдержка из книги Протоиерея Александра Шмемана, “Водою и Духом”

Глава 1, часть 3
Приготовление к Крещению. Изгнание нечистых духов
Приготовление к крещению состоит из наставлений в вере и экзорцизма
(изгнания нечистых духов). Поскольку в настоящее время, ввиду того, что
крещение происходит в младенческом возрасте, наставления в вере по
необходимости переносятся на более позднее время, мы начнем наше
исследование с обряда изгнания духов, который в теперешнем чинопоследовании
следует непосредственно за первой молитвой.
Современный человек, даже православный, бывает весьма удивлен тем, что
обряд крещения начинается со слов, обращенных к диаволу. В его религиозном
мировоззрении для диавола нет места: это понятие, по его мнению, принадлежит
темному Средневековью и характерно для низкого интеллектуального уровня.
Поэтому многие люди, в том числе и священники, полагают, что изгнание
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нечистых духов может быть попросту пропущено как акт ненужный и не
соответствующий нашей просвещенной и «современной» религии. Что касается
неправославных, то они идут еще дальше: они утверждают, что необходимо
«демифологизировать» сам Новый Завет, освободить его от устаревшего
мировоззрения – «демонологии», которая только затемняет его настоящий,
вечный смысл.
Мы не ставим перед собой цели изложить, даже поверхностно, православное
учение о диаволе. Фактически Церковь никогда не формулировала его
систематически, в виде ясного и четкого учения. Однако для нас имеет огромное
значение то, что у Церкви всегда был опыт, подтверждающий наличие
демонических сил, т. е., говоря попросту, у нее всегда было знание сатаны. Если
это непосредственное знание не нашло своего выражения в четком и
систематическом учении, то это объясняется трудностью, если не
невозможностью, рационально определить иррациональное. А демоническое или,
вообще говоря, злое как раз и является реальностью иррационального плана.
Некоторые философы и богословы, пытаясь объяснить и таким образом
«рационализировать» опыт и существование зла, объясняли его как некое
отсутствие: отсутствие добра. Они сравнивали его, например, с темнотой, которая
есть не что иное, как отсутствие света, и которая рассеивается с появлением
света. Эта теория принималась последовательно деистами и гуманистами всех
оттенков и до сих пор является неотъемлемой частью современного
мировоззрения. При этом лекарство против зла обычно находят в просвещении и
образовании. Например, стоит только объяснить подросткам механизм секса,
устранить «тайну» и запреты, как они будут пользоваться им рационально, т. е.
хорошо. Стоит только увеличить количество школ, как человек, который добр по
своей природе, будет жить и вести себя рационально, т. е. хорошо.
Однако такое понимание зла чуждо духу Библии и опыту Церкви. Наоборот,
зло – не только отсутствие. Это именно присутствие: присутствие чего-то
темного, иррационального, но вполне реального, хотя источник этого
присутствия может быть не сразу ясен и осознаваем. Так, ненависть – это не
просто отсутствие любви; это присутствие особой темной силы, которая в
действительности может быть чрезвычайно активной, умной и даже творческой.
И безусловно она не является следствием недостатка знания. Мы можем знать и
ненавидеть. Чем более некоторые люди узнавали Христа, видели Его свет и
благодать, тем более они Его ненавидели. Это ощущение зла как иррациональной
силы, которая овладевает нами и направляет нас, согласуется с опытом Церкви и
знакомо всякому, кто пытался, хотя бы понемногу, «улучшать» себя,
противоборствовать своей греховной природе, вести более духовную жизнь.
(продолжение следует…)
Больше интересных статей на нашем сайте: www.singac.com.
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✜ ✜ ✜
Parish Committee Members
Save the following dates
Committee Meetings will be held on:
Ø Wed., Jan. 10 at 7:30pm
Ø Wed., Feb. 7 at 7:30pm
Ø Wed., March 7 at 8:00pm
✜ ✜ ✜
Annual Parish Meeting
Sunday, January 28, at 12:00pm.
All members are encouraged to attend.
If you would like to join, please see Father
Aleksey.
✜ ✜ ✜
Chuck Covello, who does the lawn maintenance, donated 50 daffodils and cedar mulch
for beautification of the church property. We are eternally grateful to him for his work
and gifts!
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“Prayer Corner” is for your prayer requests.
This is an opportunity for us to pray for each other daily,
please remember the names listed below when you pray at
home.
Prayer for the living
Remember, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, Your eternal
mercies and compassion, for whose sake You became man
and willingly endured crucifixion and death for the salvation of those who rightly
believe in You. You rose from the dead and ascended into heaven and sit at the right
hand of God the Father, looking down on the humble petitions of those who call upon
You with their whole heart. Incline Your ear and hear the prayer, which I, Your
unworthy servant, offer You for all Your people as a spiritual fragrance. Save, O Lord,
and have mercy on Your servants:
Vladimir
Lukas
Ioann
Daria
Geneva
Katerina
Larissa
Richard
Helena
Marina
Mark
Priest Aleksey
Harris
Mat. Natallia
Prayer for the departed
Remember, O Lord, the souls of Your departed servants:
Hieromonk Basil Kurdiumoff (d.
01.09.50), served our parish in 1923-24
Stephen Kopach Sr (d. 01.11.17)
Angelo Lobosco (d. 01.14.17)

Priest Constantine Suhostavsky (d.
01.26.65), served our parish in 1916
Joseph Mirowsky (d. 02.20.17)
Walter Olenich (d. 03.17.17)

Forgive all their sins, both voluntary and involuntary. Grant them a portion of Your
eternal blessings and the delight of the everlasting and blessed life.
Remember, O Lord, all our departed fathers and mothers, sisters and brothers, the
Orthodox Christians that lie here and in other lands in the hope of the Resurrection
and life everlasting. Grant them to live with Your saints in the Light of Your Presence.
Have mercy on us also, for You are good and love mankind. Amen.
Please do consider submitting names for the Prayer Corner. One of the things we
can do for each other is pray. It is one of the easiest things to do, yet one of the most
essential.
Christians pray for each other and ask each other’s prayers. In doing this they fulfill God’s command
to love one another, and actualize in a powerful way the fact that they are “members one of another” in
Him (Ephesians 4:25). “For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the
body, though many, are one body,” says St Paul, “so it is with Christ. Now you are the body of Christ
and individually members of it” (1 Corinthians 12:12, 27).
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The body of Christ, which Christians compose as members of Christ in His Church, cannot be
broken by anything. We can sever ourselves form the body because of our sins, but we cannot be
separated from it by anything else.
The Apostle Paul again says it most adequately: “For I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord”
(Romans 8:38-39).
- Fr Thomas Hopko, “The Lenten Spring,” page 57.
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Birthdays
Kayla Allmendinger, Jan. 13
• Judy Van Beesel, Feb. 13
• Eric Allmendinger, March 3
• Father Aleksey, March 30
Happy birthday! Many and blessed years!
•

Upcoming wedding
•

Michael Romeo and Anastasia Noce, Jan. 13, 2018

Just married
•

Jonathan and Arielle Preciado
• Kevin and Krisitna Spencer

Reposed in the Lord
• Helen Szach, Oct. 3
May they rest in peace and rise in glory with our Lord Jesus Christ.
Memory eternal! Вечная память!
P.S.: I do not post birthdays and anniversary dates here without your express permission. Hence, if you would like your
or your relative’s special dates posted here, let me know.

✜ ✜ ✜
One of the best ways to support St John’s, for years, has been
buying the ShopRite gift cards/coupons from us. They are as
good as cash. They do not cost you anything extra, but St John’s
makes 5% from the amount sold. For every $5,000 sold, the church
makes $250.
Please call Vickie Duin at (973) 694-5844, or see her or Julie Riker any Sunday after
the Liturgy. Gift cards/coupons come in the denominations of $25-50-100.
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J a n u a r y
Tuesday

Jan. 2 6:45pm
7:30pm

Advent Service
Bible Study
* * *

Christmas Services Schedule
Jan. 5 8:00am Christmas Royal Hours

Friday

*
Christmas Vigil

Saturday

Jan. 6 8:00pm

Sunday

*
Jan. 7 10:00am Christmas Liturgy

Tuesday

Jan. 9 6:45pm
7:30pm

Wed.

Jan. 10

* * *
Service to St John the Baptist
Bible Study

7:30pm

* * *
Parish Committee meeting
* * *

Circumcision of Jesus Christ
Saturday
Sunday

Jan. 13
Jan. 14

Tuesday

Jan. 16

St Basil the Great
6:00pm Great Vespers
9:30am Divine Liturgy
6:45pm
7:30pm

* * *
Service to St John the Baptist
Bible Study
* * *

Thursday

Friday

Theophany Services Schedule
Jan. 18 8:00am Theophany Royal Hours
& Great Blessing of Water
8:00pm Theophany Vigil
Jan. 19

*
10:00am Theophany Liturgy
& Great Blessing of Water
* * *

Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday

Jan. 20
Jan. 21
Jan. 23

Sunday of Zacchaeus
6:00pm Great Vespers
9:30am Divine Liturgy
6:45pm
7:30pm

* * *
Service to St John the Baptist
Bible Study
* * *

Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee
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Sunday

Jan. 27
Jan. 28

Tuesday

Jan. 30

f o r
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6:00pm Great Vespers
9:30am Divine Liturgy
12:00pm Annual Parish Meeting
6:45pm Service to the Mother of God,
“Nurturer of Children”
7:30pm Bible Study

F e b r u a r y
Saturday
Sunday

Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Feb. 3 6:00pm Great Vespers
Feb. 4 9:30am Divine Liturgy
* * *
Feb. 5-10 – Meatfare week, last week meat is allowed

Tuesday

Wed.

Feb. 6 6:45pm
7:30pm

* * *
Service to St John the Baptist
Bible Study

Feb. 7 7:30pm

* * *
Parish Committee meeting
* * *

Saturday
Sunday

Sunday o
Feb. 10 6:00pm
Feb. 11 9:30am
11:30am

f the Last Judgment
Great Vespers
Divine Liturgy
Maslenitsa

* * *
Feb. 12-17 – Cheesefare week, meat not allowed, dairy allowed
Tuesday

Feb. 13

6:45pm
7:30pm

* * *
Service to St John the Baptist
Bible Study
* * *

Wed.
Thursday

Meeting of the Lord in the Temple
Feb. 14 7:00pm Festal Vespers with Litia
Feb. 15 9:00am Festal Divine Liturgy & Blessing of Candles
* * *

Sunday of the Expulsion of Adam and Eve from
Saturday
Sunday

Feb. 17
Feb. 18

6:00pm
9:30am
4:00pm

Paradise
Great Vespers
Divine Liturgy
Vespers with the Rite of Forgiveness

* * *
Feb. 19-April 7 – Great Lent, including Holy Week
* * *
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Monday

Feb. 19

Tuesday

Feb. 20

Wed.

Feb. 21

Thursday

Feb. 22

Friday

Feb. 23

f o r

J a n u a r y - M a r c h
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First Week of Great Lent
7:00pm Great Compline with
the Canon of St Andrew
7:00pm Great Compline with
the Canon of St Andrew
7:00pm Great Compline with
the Canon of St Andrew
7:00pm Great Compline with
the Canon of St Andrew
7:00pm

*
Panikhida (Parastas)
* * *

Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday

Wed.

Sunday of the Triumph of Orthodoxy
Feb. 24 6:00pm Great Vespers & General Confession
Feb. 25 9:30am Divine Liturgy & kids procession with icons
Feb. 27

Feb. 28

6:45pm
7:30pm

* * *
Lenten Small Compline
Bible Study

6:30pm
7:00pm

* * *
9 Hour & Typika
Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts
th

M a r c h
Friday
Saturday

March 2 7:00pm
March 3 9:00am

Panikhida (Parastas)
Memorial (Soul) Liturgy
* * *

Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday

Wed.

Friday

Sunday of St Gregory Palamas
March 3 6:00pm Great Vespers
March 4 9:30am Divine Liturgy
March 6 6:45pm
7:30pm

* * *
Lenten Small Compline
Bible Study

March 7 6:30pm
7:00pm
8:00pm

* * *
9 Hour & Typika
Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts
Parish Committee meeting

March 9 7:00pm

* * *
Panikhida (Parastas)

th

* * *
Saturday
Sunday

Sunday of Veneration of the Cross
March 10 6:00pm Great Vespers
March 11 9:30am Divine Liturgy
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Tuesday

Wed.

Friday
Saturday

f o r

J a n u a r y - M a r c h

March 13 6:45pm
7:30pm

* * *
Lenten Small Compline
Bible Study

March 14 6:30pm
7:00pm

* * *
9 Hour & Typika
Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts

March 16 7:00pm
March 17 9:00am

* * *
Panikhida (Parastas)
Memorial (Soul) Liturgy

2 0 1 8

th

* * *
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday

Wed.

Friday

Sunday of St John Climacus
March 17 6:00pm Great Vespers
March 18 9:30am Divine Liturgy
March 20 6:45pm
7:30pm

* * *
Lenten Small Compline
Bible Study

March 21 6:30pm
7:00pm

* * *
9 Hour & Typika
Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts

March 23 7:00pm
4:00pm

* * *
Panikhida (Parastas)
Salmon Dinner

th

* * *
Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday

Wed.

Sunday of St Mary of Egypt
March 24 6:00pm Great Vespers
March 25 9:30am Divine Liturgy
* * *
March 27 6:45pm Service to the Mother of God,
“Nurturer of Children”
7:30pm Bible Study
March 28 6:30pm
7:00pm

* * *
9 Hour & Typika
Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts
th

* * *
Friday
Saturday

La
March 30 6:00pm
7:00pm
March 31 9:00am

zarus Saturday
Small Compline for Lazarus Saturday
Panikhida (Parastas)
Festal Liturgy
* * *

Palm Sunday – Entrance of Christ into Jerusalem
Saturday
March 31 6:00pm Great Vespers & General Confession
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Sunday

April 1

f o r

9:30am

J a n u a r y - M a r c h
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Divine Liturgy & Procession

Any change to schedule will be announced on our website: www.singac.com & facebook
page: www.facebook.com/StJohnSingac/
Scheduled Memorials
For January-March 2018
January 14
Gregory Stroyen, given by Walter and
Frank Kuryla, given by Charles Kuryla
Maryann Bacsik
Angelo Lobosco, given by his family
February 11
Eva Stryker, given by her family
Ann Dahulich, given by Walter and
Michael Fengya, given by his daughter
Maryann Bacsik
Judy and family
February 25
January 21
Mary Pellock, given by Sonia Laird
Helen Szach, given by Singac R Club
March 4
January 28
Mary Skrabits & Conrad Skrabits, given
Helen Szach, given by Walter and
by Walter Skrabits
Maryann Bacsik
March 25
Paul Kulick, given by family and friends
February 4
✜ ✜ ✜
There is a new and easy way for you to
support our parish. It’s called Amazon

Smile.

If you like shopping on
Amazon.com (and who doesn’t?) visit
http://www.singac.com/amazonsmile to find out how you can join in on the fun. In
short, the way you shop or the deals you get on Amazon remain the same, but as you
are making another splurge, Amazon will be actually contributing to our parish. There
is hope yet for capitalism!
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Note: Since this newsletter contains images of the sacred Cross and/or icons of the
saints, please do not simply throw it away once you are done with it. You can either
burn it and bury the ashes in the ground or throw them into a river, or return the
newsletter to Father Aleksey. Thank you.
✜ ✜ ✜

Deadline for the next newsletter (January-March 2018) is March 20th, 2018. If you
would like anything included in the next newsletter – anniversary, prayer list, news,
memorials, etc., please call Father Aleksey at (973) 256-0314 or drop him an email at
priest.aleksey@gmail.com. Early submissions are more than welcome.
✜ ✜ ✜

Coffee hour is a great time for fellowship and for us to get to
know each other better.
In the past, the same people signed up to host the coffee
hour, around 5-6 of you (this number increased in the last
quarter, thank you!). While we are thankful to those who
volunteer, but we would like to encourage everyone to
participate in hosting our fellowship hour.
What are the benefits of hosting it? We learn servitude – a very important Christian
virtue. We humble ourselves to serve our neighbors.
Thanks be to God, we have enough families regularly attending church, if each
family signed up for a Sunday, everyone would host no more than 1-2 coffee hours a
year! Do you get a hint of a challenge? J
✜ ✜ ✜
To be a Christian means to live selflessly for the sake of others,
in imitation of our Lord Jesus Christ.
One of the ways we do this is by feeding the hungry, those who
unlike us, for whatever reason, are unable to afford food.
St John the Baptist Church participates in St Agnes Food Drive
and we rely on your donations.
If you would like to donate non-perishable foods, we have a
collection basket in the vestibule, by the stairs to the choir loft.
Every bit counts, and it does make a difference in people’s lives.
✜ ✜ ✜

Prayer Service to the Mother of God, “Nurturer of Children”
If you are a parent, grandparent, godparent, uncle or aunt, whether you have
children or not, if you care for them and for the future generations, then this service is
for you.
Every last Tuesday of each month, at 6:45pm, we will be serving a special service to
the Mother of God, asking her intercessions before her Son and our Lord, Jesus Christ,
for our children.
Join us in prayer.
✜ ✜ ✜
14

A n n o u n c e m e n t s

What is the service of Royal Hours that we serve on the eve of Christmas and Theophany?

Royal Hours is a particularly solemn celebration in preparation of only three
Great Feasts: Christmas, meaning Christ’s birth; Theophany, meaning Christ’s
Baptism; and on the Great and Holy Friday before Pascha, meaning Christ’s
Resurrection.
This service takes its name from the fact that it used to be officially attended by the
Emperor and his court in Constantinople. By his presence, the Emperor acknowledged
his submission to Christ the true King. However, the presence of an emperor is not
necessary for the service to be held because the True and Only King, Jesus Christ, is
always present.
The three holy days on which the Royal Hours are celebrated were chosen as days
in the church year, which most particularly demonstrate Jesus' kenosis (meaning, selfemptying), and thus His true royal majesty.
Although the Royal Hours are splendid, they are also penitential. On days when the
Royal Hours are celebrated it is not permitted to celebrate the Divine Liturgy.
✜ ✜ ✜

Maslenitsa – what is it?
It is basically Russian Mardi Gras.
The tradition of Maslenitsa dates back to pagan times,
when Russian folk would bid farewell to winter and
welcome spring. As with many ancient holidays,
Maslenitsa has a dual ancestry: pagan and Christian.
On the pagan side, Maslenitsa was celebrated on the
vernal equinox day. It marked the welcoming of spring,
and was all about the enlivening of nature and bounty of
sunny warmth.
On the Christian side, Maslenitsa was the last week before the onset of Great Lent,
giving the last chance to bask in worldly delights, and to finish up all non-lenten foods.
Once Lent itself begins, a strictly kept fast excludes meat, fish, dairy products, and
eggs. Furthermore, parties, secular music, dancing and other distractions from the
spiritual life are also strictly prohibited.
In the eyes of the church Maslenitsa is not just a week of merrymaking, but a whole
step-by-step procedure to prepare oneself for a long and exhausting fasting, which, if
observed properly, may be a real challenge.
In our parish celebration of Maslenitsa happens two Sundays before the beginning
of Great Lent, this year it will be Feb. 11. This allows us to have meat. We prepare
Russian-style pancakes, the blini, which go good with anything from sour cream to
caviar. Our tradition is to have a potluck for Maslenitsa, everyone brings their favorite
dish to share.
We are looking forward to seeing you at Maslenitsa on Sunday, Feb. 11. The day
will begin, of course, with the Divine Liturgy at 9:30am.
✜ ✜ ✜
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A few words on etiquette…
- In summer I was cleaning the pews and came across something very disturbing –
gum, multiple gums, stuck to the bottom or the back of the pews. Please refrain from
chewing gum before church. If you do come to church with a gum, there are enough
garbage cans downstairs to dispose of it. But there is really no need whatsoever to have
gum before church. Please show respect to yourself, the parish community, and the
church, which is the House of God.
- I do not know much about lipstick, but my limited understanding was that it is
supposed to stay on one’s lips. However, what we’ve been noticing is that lipstick stays
on anything but the lips – be it the icons, the cross, communion spoon… Sometimes
even Windex does not clean it off. Obviously you are using some good and strong
lipstick. Personally, I have nothing against lipstick, but I would like to plead with you
to be more conscious of where it stays.
- Last, but not least – tardiness. Lately that’s been a problem. This is not a school
and I am not a principal, so I am not going to yell, warn, or threaten you. I simply ask
you, with respect and love, to come on time. If the time is a problem, you can always
bring it up for discussion during the Annual Meeting.
Thank you, and please forgive me if I have said anything wrong.
✜ ✜ ✜
If you’ll be joining us for Christmas day Liturgy on
Sunday, Jan. 7, join us also for the Christmas Day

lunch!
✜ ✜ ✜

House Blessings 2018
Please see the insert between pages 10 and 11 for the sign-up and some changes that
will be happening this year regarding the house blessings.
✜ ✜ ✜
During the Great Lent we’ll have two General Confessions:
Saturday, Feb. 24, after the Vespers, and Saturday, March 31, also
after the Vespers.
✜✜ ✜
Bequests

Throughout the United States, religious institutions are finding themselves in
a declining membership. This in turn makes it more difficult for them to meet their rising financial
obligations. St John the Baptist Russian Orthodox Church is among these.
Unfortunately, the cost to operate St John’s continues to rise every year and as a result the financial
burden weighs heavier on membership.
This appeal is extended to you as parishioners and friends of our parish, so that you may help ensure
the future stability of St John’s for the coming generations.
One way of doing this is to seriously consider including St John’s in your will. No amount of money
is too small, when it is used to further the future of Orthodox Christianity.
Thank you and may God bless you!
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St

E v e n t s

Anna's Altar
Annual

Society

salmon dinner
will be held on Friday, March 23, 2018 in St John’s
Educational Center.
Tickets:
Adults - $15
Children 6-12 y.o. - $8
Children under 6 - free.
Doors open at 4:00pm.
Take-outs available at 5:15pm.
Dinner served at 5:30pm.

This is a fun evening with a tricky tray and 50/50
raffles, good food and great company.
Bring your families and friends and join in the festivities! You have a good time, we do
the cooking!
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E v e n t s

BEEFSTEAK DINNER

SPONSORED BY THE NJ DISTRICT FOCA

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2018
7:00 PM
THE RUSSIAN HALL
46 WOODHULL AVENUE, LITTLE FALLS, NJ
EVENING WILL INCLUDE:
SALAD, ZITI, BEEFSTEAK, FRENCH FRIES, DESSERT, COFFEE, TEA, SODA, BEER
AND WINE
PRICE = $50
JUNIORS UNDER 16 = $40
TICKET DEADLINE: JAN 22, 2018
CHECKS PAYABLE TO: NJ DISTRICT FOCA
FOR QUESTIONS OR TO RESERVE TICKETS,
PLEASE CONTACT DARIA MISKIV at (973-460-0243)
OR KEN BARON at (551-427-8069)
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Anyone wishing to have flowers on our Altar in memory
of a loved one, for someone’s health, to celebrate a birthday,
an anniversary, or for any other special occasion
PLEASE SEE: BARBARA PRECIADO
Or call her at (973) 299-9457
We need flowers for our church every Sunday!
Thank you for your support of St. Anna’s Altar Society
and for your help in beautifying our church Altar.
The following people have made flower donations in October-December:
Oct. 1
In memory of Sophia Handago, given by her daughter,
Paulette.
In celebration of Vladimir Selepouchin’s birthday, given by
his family.
Oct. 8
In memory of Michael and Anna Holod, given by their daughter, Betty
Dubowchik.
Oct. 15
In memory of Michael K. Fengya, given by his sister, Judy VanBeesel.
Oct. 22
In memory of Martha and Fred Bortnick, given by Paulette Handago
Elsey.
Oct. 29
In memory of Mary Lobosco, given by her family.
Nov. 5
In memory of Paul Dubowchik, given by his wife, Betty.
Nov. 26 In memory of Eva Halachik, given by her daughter, Marie Halachik Nunes.
Dec. 3
In memory of Michael Handago’s birthday, given by his daughter,
Paulette.
Dec. 10 In memory of Arlene Krell, given by Paulette Handago Elsey.
Dec. 17 In memory of Zinnovia and Gregory Holovyak, given by their granddaughter,
Zinnie Gillies.
Dec. 24 In memory of Julia and Charles Ramesdorfer, given by the Cerasuolo family.
Dec. 30 In joyous celebration of the Baptism of Misha Irina Cheek, given by her
loving grandmother, Irina Gozick.

