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House Blessings

2017 House Blessings
will begin on Jan. 20.
I will begin with the
parishioners who are on
the membership
list,
simply
because their
addresses are on file.
Please
see
the
schedule below.






Contact me, if:
you are not on the membership list, or if you are not
sure whether you are on it.
you are not on the membership list, but would like
your house blessed.
you do not wish to bless your house this year.
you have a specific day or time (within the schedule)
you would like me to bless the house.

In
other
words,
contact
me,
by
email
priest.aleksey@gmail.com or calling (973) 256-0314, with
anything and everything about the house blessings. I
have done many different things in my four short years as
a priest, including blessing houses, but never this many.
Putting the schedule together took me a full day.
And please contact me well in advance, the sooner I
have everyone’s wishes about the house blessing, the
smoother it’ll go.
Also, have prepared a bowl for Holy Water (I will bring
the Holy Water) and the list of names of everyone in the
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household. After blessing the house, we’ll pray for
everyone.

Fri.
Sat.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Sat.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.

Sat.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.

Schedule of house blessings
Jan. 20 - Church-side of Route 23
Jan. 21 - the rest of Church-side of Route 23
Jan. 23 - Russian Hall-side of Route 23
Jan. 24 - the rest of Russian Hall-side of
Route 23
Jan. 25 - Cedar Grove, North Caldwell,
Fairfield
Jan. 28 - Wayne, Lincoln Park
Jan. 30 - Totowa
Jan. 31 - Woodland Park, Paterson, Haledon
Feb. 1
- Clifton, Saddle Brook
Feb. 2
- Upper Montclair, Nutley, Roseland,
West Orange, Millburn
Feb. 3
- Pine Brook, Boonton, Parsippany,
Mountain
Lakes,
Towaco,
Pompton Lakes
Feb. 4
- Pompton Plains, Riverdale,
Bloomingdale, Haskell
Feb. 6
- West Milford, Oak Ridge
Feb. 7
- Ringwood, Wyckoff, Dumont,
Waldwick
Feb. 8
- Springfield, Summit

Feb. 9 and until the beginning of Great Lent, I’ll visit
everyone else.
Thank you and I’m looking forward to seeing as many
of you as I physically can.
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Note:

Since this newsletter contains images of the

sacred Cross and icons of the saints, please do not simply
throw it away once you done with it. You can either burn
it and put the ashes into the ground or throw them into a
river, or return the newsletter to Fr Aleksey. Thank you.

Deadline for the next newsletter (April-June 2017) is
March 15th, 2017. If you would like anything included in
the next newsletter – anniversary, prayer list, news,
memorials, etc., please call or write to Fr Aleksey at (973)
256-0314 or email priest.aleksey@gmail.com. Early
submissions are more than welcome.

Next Parish Committee meeting will
take place on Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2017 at
7:00pm. All Committee members are
strongly encouraged to attend.

Annual Parish Meeting will be
held on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017 at
noon. All parishioners are welcome to
attend, however, only dues paying
members will be able to vote.
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Sunday, January 8, 2017, after the
Liturgy.
Come support our kids at this
traditional performance that celebrates
the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ and
the beginning of the New Year.
If you would like your children to
participate, please contact Matushka
Natallia at nat.paranyuk@gmail.com

Maslenitsa
Sunday, February 19, 2017, after the
Liturgy.
According
to
the
Russian
tradition, the last week before the
beginning of Great Lent, the faithful
emptied out their stocks of all dairy
products, fish and eggs because these are not allowed
during the Lent. Since it is much better to consume food
in company of one’s friends, they held festivals, called
Maslenitsa.
Join us for Maslenitsa on Feb. 19. It will be a pot-luck
event, with bliny (crepes) provided. Be on a lookout for
further announcements and sign-up sheet.
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St Anna’s Altar Society’s
Salmon Dinner and Tricky
Tray
Friday, March 24, 2017
Adults - $15
Children (6-12 years old) - $8
Children under 5 years old –
free
Doors open at 4:00pm
Take out at 5:00pm
Dinner served at 5:30pm
Contact Vickie Duin for more at (973) 684-5844

Coffee hour is a great time
for a fellowship and for us to get
to know each other better.
We are always thankful to
those who help to make sure
coffee hour keeps going.
It does not take much to
setup and host/serve the coffee hour, and we always
welcome volunteers who can contribute their time and/or
money for this purpose.
Please see Irina Gozick on Sundays after the Liturgy
for more information.
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If you want to help our parish,
but have run out of ideas, here is
one!
If you shop at ShopRite, you can
buy ShopRite gift cards from us
(if you don’t shop there, it’s never
too late to start). They are as good as cash.
What’s the catch? There’s none (no, really, trust me, I
am a priest), they do not cost anything extra to you and St
John’s makes 5% from the amount sold.
Please call Vickie Duin at (973) 694-5844 or see her
any Sunday after the Liturgy to buy the gift cards.
Thank you for participating in this program and for
your support of St John the Baptist Church.

To be a Christian means to live selflessly for the sake
of others, in imitation of our Lord Jesus Christ.
One of the ways we do this is by
feeding the hungry, those who unlike us,
for whatever reason, are unable to afford
food.
St
John
the
Baptist
Church
participates in St Agnes Food Drive and
we rely completely on your donations.
If you would like to donate non6
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perishable foods, we have a collection basket in the
narthex (vestibule), by the stairs to the choir loft. Every
bit counts, and it does make a difference in people’s lives.

A message from a parishioner
A very sincere thank you to the parishioners of St
John's for your prayers, cards, calls and visits during my
time in the hospital and recuperation. Your prayers were
felt and heard.
One of the greatest treasures we have at St John's is
the feeling of a caring extended family. We may agree
sometimes and disagree sometimes, but, like family, we
are always there for each other.
God Bless you all.
Sincerely,
Maryann Bacsik

Singac R Club News
Thank you to all the parishioners who bought gifts and
donated gift cards and money for our Crivella seminarian
family. This is part of a nationwide program sponsored by
our national organization, the Fellowship of Orthodox
Christians in America (FOCA). Many married seminarian
families have benefited from this program over the years
including our Fr Aleksey and his family. It is gratifying to
bring extra joy during the Christmas season to the
families of our future priests who we need so dearly.
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Prayer Corner

“Prayer Corner” is for your
prayer requests.
This is an opportunity for us to
pray for each other daily, please
remember the names listed below
in your daily prayers.

Remember, O Lord Jesus Christ our God, Your eternal mercies
and compassion, for whose sake You became man and willingly
endured crucifixion and death for the salvation of those who rightly
believe in You. You rose from the dead and ascended into heaven and
sit at the right hand of God the Father, looking down on the humble
petitions of those who call upon You with their whole heart. Incline
Your ear and hear the prayer, which I, Your unworthy servant, offer
You for all Your people as a spiritual fragrance. Save, O Lord, and
have mercy on Your servants:
Living
Mat. Natallia
Ioann
Katerina
Helena
Priest Aleksey
Remember, O Lord, the souls of Your departed servants:
Departed
Hieromonk Basil
Kurdiumoff
(d. 01.09.50) (served
our parish 1923-1924)

Priest Constantine
Suhostavsky
(d. 01.26.65) (served
our parish in 1916)
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Forgive all their sins, both voluntary and involuntary. Grant
them a portion of Your eternal blessings and the delight of the
everlasting and blessed life.
Remember, O Lord, all our departed fathers and mothers, sisters
and brothers, the Orthodox Christians that lie here and in other
lands in the hope of the Resurrection and life everlasting. Grant them
to live with Your saints in the Light of Your Countenance. Have
mercy on us also, for You are good and love mankind. Amen.

Please do consider submitting names for the Prayer
Corner. One of the things we can do for each other is pray.
It is one of the easiest things to do, yet one of the most
essential:
“Pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a
righteous man has great power in its effects.” (James 5:16)
“First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all men.” (1 Timothy
2:1)
“Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.
To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for
all the saints (Christians).” (Ephesians 6:18)
“Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1
Thessalonians 5:16-18)
“Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything
they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.” (Matthew
18:19)
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Mission of the Orthodox Church
What is the mission of the
Orthodox Church in this
world? Every parish may
have
its
own
mission
statement clearly laid out in
the
by-laws,
as
an
organization it is important
to be moving in the same
direction. But by virtue of
being part of the Orthodox
Church, every parish is also
under one great mission
statement given to us by our
Lord Jesus Christ: “Go
therefore and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20).
With this in mind, I would like to share an inciting article by Fr
Jonathan Ivanoff, who is the rector of St John the Theologian Church
in Shirley, NY. The article tackles the issues of mission and
maintenance. It is reprinted here with the permission of the author.

Is Your Parish Focused on Mission or Maintenance?
by Fr Jonathan Ivanoff
Clergy and parishioners in parishes that are beginning
to decline will tend to notice something happening. At
first, what begins to happen is very subtle, hardly noticed.
It comes up during warm conversations, perhaps during
Coffee Hour, and may even be, at the beginning of this
period, something that is undertaken with joy and
laughter as parishioners engage in it during their
conversations with one another. It is nostalgia.
And it always begins with the words, “Remember
when...?”
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Nostalgia is a killer. Many people in our churches
sometimes speak joyfully about those “good old days” in
the forties, fifties, sixties, or whatever decade is in vogue.
We reminisce about and yearn for full churches and full
Sunday Schools, but what we don’t realize is that society
itself has changed. We no longer live in the “churched
culture” of many of our childhoods. A “churched culture”
is not so much characterized by the numbers of those
actively participating in the life of the Church, but rather
by a very noticeable feeling throughout society that the
Church is important, that it matters. To an awful lot of
people today, the Church not only does not matter, it
matters less and less as the years go by. It’s not that they
see the Church as harmful or hurtful; they see the Church
as not really relevant or helpful.
Yet, many of us in the Church, at various levels of
involvement and ministry, act as if nothing has changed.
We continue to act as if the general population is seeking
us out (churched culture, maintenance mindset) rather
than acting like the Church we find in the book of Acts of
the Apostles, and seeking the world out (mission
mindset). It is for this reason that we have as many
declining and dying churches as we do.
And why do we prefer to see one way over the other?
Because the parish of a churched culture is calm,
peaceful, organized. Think “Ozzie and Harriet.” (Anybody
under 50 immediately is asking, “Who are they?” And
that, in part, proves the point.) The parish of the mission
mindset, however, is going to be none of these things. It is
going to be hectic, challenging, disturbing even. Not
exactly everybody’s cup of tea, which is why many people
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don’t want it and why we have trouble seriously
imagining what it would be like.
What the “maintenance” mindset leads to is a
preoccupation with whether our churches are growing
rather than whether our mission to the world is
flourishing; whether our churches are able to manage
their accounts rather than whether we can fulfill our Godgiven directives. We have been preoccupied with
maintenance when we must be preoccupied with mission.
But church growth is not about growth alone. As one
church growth author has noted: “Our current problems
cannot be conveniently reduced to whether the church
membership statistics are growing or declining. Our
current problems have more to do with mission than
membership, more with service than survival, more with
the planet than the church plant (that is, facilities), more
with the human hurts and hopes of the world than the
hemorrhaging of a denomination. We are called to share
the Kingdom, not to grow churches.” We don’t grow
churches, only God can do
Marks of a Missionthat. When we confuse the
Minded Church:
two, we get the problems we
 Focused on people
 The world is their parish
are now struggling with.
 People find fulfillment in
So,
maintenance,
or
their foundational life
mission? Which is it?
searches
 Leadership
focus
is
It can’t be both; this
external and missionary
preoccupation
with
maintenance, with census
numbers, is self-defeating. The more we are concerned
with maintenance, the less we focus on mission; the
weaker our mission, the more we decline; the more we
decline, the higher our preoccupation with maintenance.
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This downward spiral ends when the remaining remnant
can no longer afford to keep the enterprise together.
Focusing on maintenance can be depressing, tedious,
dreary, and discouraging. Focusing on mission can be
uplifting, visionary, joyous, and inspiring.
And, it’s not difficult to
Marks of Maintenancechange the parish’s focus from
Minded Church:
one to the other: what’s  Focused on facilities and
structures
needed is a little trust (in God;
 The parish is their world
this is what changes mere  Programs and activities,
“belief” to active and powerful
keeping the calendar full

Leadership
focus
is
“faith”), cooperation (between
internal
and
priest and parish leadership;
institutional
one or the other alone cannot
do this effectively, let alone powerfully), education (on
what can be done, as well as what shouldn’t be done), and
training and equipping.
The good news is that turnaround ministry is possible
and can happen, but only if a declining parish’s priest
and parishioners are willing to commit themselves to the
effort of turnaround ministry. Such an effort that will
require the entire parish working together as a team to
turn the tide and make a full comeback to healthy witness
and ministry. While moving forward often requires
reflective moments of looking back, pure nostalgia for
times gone by can slowly grind to a halt any efforts to
move a declining church forward. Those wishing to move
their churches to full health and growth must remember
that memory of the past must be coupled with vision of
the future and real mission in order to achieve a holistic
approach to real church growth.
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J a nu a ry
Sunday before the Nativity of Christ
Sunday of the Holy Fathers
Civil New Year
Saturday
[Nativity Fast]

Sunday
[Nativity Fast]

Dec. 31

6:00pm

Great Vespers

Jan. 1

9:30am

Divine Liturgy

***

Tuesday
[Nativity Fast]

Jan. 3

6:00pm

Akathist to St John the Baptist

***

Eve of the Nativity of Christ
Friday
[Nativity Fast]

Jan. 6

9:00am

Royal Hours and Typika

8:00pm

Great Compline and Matins

***

Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
Saturday
Jan. 7
10:00am
Divine Liturgy

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!
***

Jan. 7-18 – fast-free
***

Righteous Joseph the Betrothed; Holy Righteous King
David; Holy Apostle James, the Brother of the Lord
Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos
Divine Liturgy
Sunday
Jan. 8
9:30am
Yolka for kids
***

Tuesday

Jan. 10

6:00pm

Akathist to St John the Baptist

***

Circumcision of our Lord Jesus Christ
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Friday
Saturday

Jan. 13
Jan. 14

St Basil the Great
6:00pm
Great Vespers with Litiya
9:00am
Divine Liturgy
***

St Seraphim, the wonderworker of Sarov; Righteous Juliana
of Lazarevo
Saturday
Jan. 14
6:00pm
Great Vespers
Sunday
Jan. 15
9:30am
Divine Liturgy
***

Tuesday

Jan. 17

6:00pm
7:00pm

Akathist to St John the Baptist
Parish Committee Meeting

***

Wednesday

Jan. 18

Eve of Theophany
9:00am
Royal Hours and Typika
8:00pm
Great Compline and Matins
Blessing of water
***

Thursday

Baptism of Jesus Christ
Theophany of our Lord
Jan. 19
10:00am
Divine Liturgy
Blessing of water
***

Hieromartyr Philip, metropolitan of Moscow
Saturday
Jan. 21
6:00pm
Great Vespers
Sunday
Jan. 22
9:30am
Divine Liturgy
***

Tuesday

Jan. 24

6:00pm

Akathist to St John the Baptist

***

Saturday
Sunday

Jan. 28
Jan. 29

Tuesday

Jan. 31

Sunday of Zacchaeus
6:00pm
Great Vespers
9:30am
Divine Liturgy
Annual Parish Meeting
12:00pm
***

6:00pm

Akathist to St John the Baptist
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F eb ru a r y
Saturday
Sunday

Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee
Feb. 4 6:00pm
Great Vespers
Feb. 5
9:30am
Divine Liturgy
***

Feb. 6-12 – fast-free week
***

Tuesday

Feb. 7

6:00pm

Akathist to St John the Baptist
***

Great Hierarchs and Ecumenical Teachers, Basil the Great,
Gregory the Theologian, John Chrysostom
Saturday
Sunday

Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Feb. 11 6:00pm
Great Vespers
Feb. 12 9:30am
Divine Liturgy
***

Tuesday
Wednesday
[Fast day]

Meeting of our Lord Jesus Christ
Feb. 14 6:00pm
Great Vespers with Litiya
Divine Liturgy
Feb. 15 9:00am
Blessing of candles
***

Saturday
Sunday

Sunday of the Last Judgment
Feb. 18 6:00pm
Great Vespers
Divine Liturgy
Feb. 19 9:30am
Maslenitsa
***

Feb. 20-26 – meat is not allowed
***

Tuesday

Feb. 21

6:00pm

Akathist to St John the Baptist
***

Sunday of the Expulsion of Adam from Paradise
Saturday
Feb. 25 6:00pm
Great Vespers
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Sunday

Feb. 26

9:30am

Divine Liturgy
Vespers with the Rite of
Forgiveness

4:00pm
***

GREAT LENT
Feb. 27 – Apr. 15
***

Monday
Tuesday

Feb. 27
Feb. 28

Great Compline with the Canon of
St Andrew

7:00pm

M a r ch
Wednesday
Thursday

March 1
March 2

7:00pm

Great Compline with the Canon
of St Andrew

***

Friday

March 3

7:00pm

Panikhida/Parastas

***

1st Sunday of Great Lent – Triumph Orthodoxy
Saturday
March 4
6:00pm
Great Vespers
Sunday
March 5
9:30am
Divine Liturgy
***

Tuesday

March 7

7:00pm

Small Compline

***

Hieromartyr Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna
Wednesday March 8
7:00pm
Presanctified Liturgy
***

Friday

March 10

7:00pm

Panikhida/Parastas

***

Saturday

March 11

9:00am

Memorial (Soul) Saturday

***

2nd Sunday of Great Lent – St Gregory Palamas, archbishop
of Thessaloniki
Saturday
March 11 6:00pm
Great Vespers
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Sunday

March 12

9:30am

Divine Liturgy

***

Tuesday

March 14

7:00pm

Small Compline

***

Wednesday

St Arsenius, bishop of Tver
March 15 7:00pm
Presanctified Liturgy
***

Friday

March 17

7:00pm

Panikhida/Parastas

***

3rd Sunday of Great Lent – Veneration of the Cross
Saturday
March 18 6:00pm
Great Vespers
Sunday
March 19 9:30am
Divine Liturgy
***

Tuesday

March 21

7:00pm

Small Compline

***

Wednesday

40 Martyrs of Sebaste
March 22 7:00pm
Presanctified Liturgy
***

Friday

March 24

4:00pm
7:00pm

Saturday

March 25

9:00am

Salmon Dinner
Panikhida/Parastas

***

Memorial (Soul) Saturday

***

4th Sunday of Great Lent – St John Climacus (of the Ladder)
Saturday
March 25 6:00pm
Great Vespers
Sunday
March 26 9:30pm
Divine Liturgy
***

Tuesday

March 28

7:00pm

Small Compline

***

Wednesday

Martyr Sabinus of Egypt
March 29 7:00pm
Presanctified Liturgy
***

Thursday

March 30

7:00pm

Great Compline with the Canon
of St Andrew

***

Friday

18

March 31

7:00pm

Panikhida/Parastas

Did you know?

What is Vespers all about?
In the Orthodox Church the liturgical day begins in
the evening with the setting of the sun. This practice
follows the Biblical account of creation:
“And there was evening and there was
morning, one day.” (Gen 1:5)
The Vespers service in the Church always begins with
the chanting of the evening psalm:
“…the sun knows it’s time for setting, You
make darkness and it is night…” (Psalm 104:
19)
This psalm, which glorifies God’s creation of the world,
is man’s very first act of worship, for man first of all
meets God as Creator.
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, O Lord my God,
You are very great … O Lord, how manifold
are Your works! In wisdom You have made
them all. The earth is full of Your creatures.”
(Ps 104:24)
Following the psalm, the Great Litany, the opening
petition of all liturgical services of the Church is intoned.
In it we pray to the Lord for everyone and everything.
Following this litany a number of psalms are chanted,
a different group each evening. These psalms normally
are omitted in parish churches though they are done in
monasteries. On the eve of Sunday, however, sections of
the first psalm and the other psalms,
“Blessed is the man who walks not in the
counsel of the wicked…”
which are chanted to begin the week, are usually sung
even in parish churches.
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Psalm 141 is always sung at Vespers. During this
psalm the evening incense is offered:
“Lord, I call upon You, hear me. Hear me, O
Lord. Let my prayer arise in Your sight as
incense. And let the lifting up of my hands be
an evening sacrifice. Hear me, O Lord.”
(Psalm 141)
At this point special hymns are sung for the particular
day. If it is a Church feast – songs in honor of the
celebration are sung. On Saturday evenings, the eve of
the Lord’s Day, these hymns always praise Christ’s
resurrection from the dead. The special hymns normally
end with a song called a Theotokion, which honors Mary,
the Mother of Christ.
Following this, the vesperal hymn is sung. This hymn
belongs to every Vespers service:
“O Gladsome Light of the holy glory of the
Immortal Father, heavenly, holy, blessed
Jesus Christ. Now we have come to the
setting of the sun and behold the light of
evening. We praise God: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. For it is right at all times to
worship You with voices of praise, O Son of
God and Giver of Life, therefore all the world
glorifies You.”
Christ is praised as the Light, which illumines man’s
darkness, the Light of the world and of the Kingdom of
God which shall have no evening (Isaiah 60:20,
Revelations 21:25).
A verse from the Psalms, called the prokeimenon,
follows – a different one for each day, announcing the
day’s spiritual theme. If it is a special day, three readings
20
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from the Old Testament are included. Then more evening
prayers and petitions follow with additional hymns for the
particular day, all of which end with the chanting of the
Song of St Simeon:
“Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace
according to Your word, for my eyes have
seen Your salvation: which You have
prepared before the face of all people. A light
for revelation to the Gentiles, and to be the
glory of Your people Israel.” (Lk 1:29-32)
After proclaiming our own vision of Christ, the Light
and Salvation of the world, we say the prayers of the
Thrice-Holy (Trisagion) through to the Our Father. We
sing the main theme song of the day, called the Troparion,
and we are dismissed with the usual benediction.
The service of Great Vespers takes us through
creation, sin, and salvation in Christ. It leads us to the
meditation of God’s word and the glorification of His love
for men. It instructs us and allows us to praise God for the
particular events or persons whose memory is celebrated
and made present to us in the Church. It prepares us for
the sleep of the night and the dawn of the new day to
come. On the eves of the Divine Liturgy, it begins our
movement into the most perfect communion with God in
the sacramental mysteries.
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The Sundays of Great Lent
Each of the Sundays of Great Lent possesses special
meaning for us as we journey through the Lenten season
to Pascha, the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Through our awareness of these days and our
participation in the liturgical services of the season, we
are instructed and inspired to continue our journey with
Christ to the Cross and, ultimately, to victory over sin and
death.
Forgiveness Sunday
Great Lent begins on a Monday. The eve of this day is
known as Forgiveness Sunday. The way to resurrection
and life, the path to Christ’s eternal victory over death,
begins with forgiveness. God will not forgive us our sins
and raise us from the dead unless we forgive the sins of
others and work for their salvation as well as for our own.
Christ clearly teaches, “If you forgive men their trespasses,
your heavenly Father also will forgive you.” (Matthew
6:14)
Sunday of Orthodoxy
On the first Sunday of Great Lent we celebrate the
feast of the Triumph of Orthodoxy. This is an historical
feast commemorating the restoration of the icons, which
had been banned for several decades, to their rightful
liturgical use in the year 843 A.D.
The major emphasis of this feast is the victory of the
true faith, the victory, which always ultimately triumphs.
Having completed the first week of our Lenten efforts, we
are reminded that Christ, the perfect image of God the
Father, calls us to personal victory by restoring within
ourselves “the image and likeness of God” (Genesis 1:26)
in which we were first created.
22
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The icons of our Lord, the Theotokos, and all the saints
are images of true humanity, signs of what our eternal
calling and vocation really is. They tell us that we are all
called to be living icons and imitators of Christ, bearing
the likeness of God as gracious vessels of the Holy Spirit.
Sunday of St Gregory Palamas
The second Sunday of Great Lent is dedicated to St
Gregory. Once again we are reassured, as we contemplate
this man and reflect on his teachings, that we can indeed
attain salvation and behold the “Light of Wisdom” by
becoming “partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4).
St Gregory clearly teaches that by cooperating with
God, who makes all things possible, we can attain eternal
life. Thus, our Lenten efforts are confirmed, our resolve is
strengthened, our frustrations at the end of the second
week are overcome, and we are filled once more with the
light of hope.
Sunday of the Cross
On the third Sunday of Great Lent we venerate the
life-creating Cross of our Lord. The Kingdom of God comes
only through the Cross and through suffering. Life follows
death; resurrection follows Golgotha.
St Paul mentions that, in the worldly sense, the Cross
is a sign of foolishness, signifying death and sorrow. The
faithful, however, look in faith and hope beyond the
suffering brought about by the Cross, discerning the
loving victory which it truly proclaims. At Sunday Matins
we sing, “Behold! Through the Cross joy has come into all
the world.” The Cross is a sign of victory and the
landmark of paradise. It is inseparable form the
resurrection. For this reason we sing on this Sunday,
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“Before Your Cross we bow down in worship, O Master,
and Your holy resurrection we glorify.”
Not only is the Cross a victory for Christ, “the captain
of salvation make perfect through suffering” (Hebrews
2:10), but for us as well. And as we approach Pascha, it
stands as a reminder to us to take up our crosses and
worthily follow Christ in His suffering and, ultimately, in
His eternal victory (Matthew 10:38).
Sunday of St John Climacus
On the fourth Sunday of Great Leant we
commemorate St John Climacus, author of The Ladder of
Divine Ascent. In this work St John outlines the steps
essential in attaining communion with God, steps which
remind us that the way to the Kingdom constantly
challenges us to engage in spiritual warfare.
“Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.
Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
stand against the wiles of the devil. For we are not
contending against flesh and blood, but against the
principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers
of this present darkness, against the spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take the
whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in
the evil day, and having done all, to stand.” (Ephesians
6:10-13)
Sunday of St Mary of Egypt
St Mary of Egypt was a prostitute who, having
recognized her sinfulness, sought to bring about an
essential change in her life. She ran from her sinfulness
and devoted the remainder of her life to placing God’s will
above her own. In her person we recall Christ’s words,
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“Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the harlots go
into the Kingdom of God before you” (Matthew 21:31).
The end is drawing near, yet repentance is still
possible, even for the greatest of sinners. We see how the
harlot repents and is forgiven. There is no sin so great
that God will not forgive it; there is no amount of
sinfulness which can condemn us if we are willing to
repent and to merge our vision with that of our Lord.
“The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love. For as the heavens are high
above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those
who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far
does he remove our transgressions from us. As a father
pities his children, so the Lord pities those who fear him.”
(Psalm 103:8, 11-13).
Palm Sunday
Great Lent is over. Holy Week has not yet begun. We
are in the days of the festal interlude. We hold branches
in our hands as we sing, “Hosanna! Blessed is He who
comes in the name of the Lord!” And at the same time we
look ahead to the road to Golgotha upon which Christ
invites us to join Him. While we sing praises with our
lips, our lives must not cry out with the angry mob,
“Crucify Him! Crucify Him!”
With this in our minds and in our hearts, we enter the
days of the Passover of the Cross, the great and Holy
Pascha of the Lord, the resurrection!
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Scheduled Memorials
for January-March
January 1
At the Divine Liturgy
John Sardinsky (d. 01.02.16), requested by Chuck & Carol Covello
&
John and Eva Homer, requested by daughter Judy Ziegler
January 15
At the Divine Liturgy
Frank Kuryla (d. 01.13.04), requested by Charles Kuryla
&
Michael Gozick (d. 07.11.16), requested by Senior R Club
&
Mary Dubowchik (d. 07.01.16), requested by Senior R Club
&
Michael Fengya, requested by Loving Family
&
Eva Stryker, requested by Loving Family
January 22
At the Divine Liturgy
Archie Burke (d. 10.23.16), requested by Maryann Bacsik
February 26
At the Divine Liturgy
Mary Pellock (d. 02.23.1992), requested by Sonia Laird
March 5
At the Divine Liturgy
Conrad Skrabits (d. 03.04.1998) & Mary Skrabits (d. 03.04.1999),
requested by Watt Skrabits
March 26
At the Divine Liturgy
Paul Kulick (d. 03.29.2013), requested by Barbara & Juan Preciado

May God Who has power over both the living and the
dead, Who Himself rose again from the dead, Christ our
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true God, through the prayers of His Most Pure Mother,
of the Holy, Glorious and all-laudable Prophet,
Forerunner, and Baptist John, and of all the saints,
establish in the mansions of the righteous, the souls of
His servants, who have been taken from us, and give
them rest in the bosom of Abraham, and number them
among the Just, and have mercy on us, for He is good and
loves mankind.

Bequests
Throughout the United States, religious institutions are finding
themselves in a declining membership. This in turn makes it more
difficult for them to meet their rising financial obligations. St John
the Baptist Russian Orthodox Church is among these.
Unfortunately, the cost to operate St John’s continues to rise
every year and as a result the financial burden weighs heavier on
membership.
This appeal is extended to you as parishioners and friends of our
parish, so that you may help ensure the future stability of St John’s
for the coming generations.
One way of doing this is to seriously consider including St John’s
in your will. No amount of money is too small, when it is used to
further the future of Orthodoxy and your church.
Thank you and may God bless you!
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Flower Donations
Anyone wishing to have flowers on our
Altar in memory of a loved one, for
someone’s health, to celebrate a birthday, an
anniversary, or for any other special
occasion
PLEASE SEE: BARBARA PRECIADO
Or call her at 973 299-9457
We need flowers for our church every
Sunday!
Thank you for your support of St. Anna’s Altar Society and for
your help in beautifying our church Altar.
The following people have made flower donations:
October 2

In memory of Andrew Miketzuk Sr., given by his
family.
In memory of Sophia Handago, given by her daughter,
Paulette.

October 9

In memory of Michael and Anna Holod, given by their
daughter, Betty Dubowchik.
In loving memory of Anna Yurkosky Kobelka, given
by her family.

October 16
In memory of Michael K. Fengya, given by his sister,
Judy VanBeesel.
In joyous celebration of the baptism of baby Jason
Alan, given by his proud grandparents, Tina and Alan
Malinowski.
October 23
In memory of Martha and Fred Bortnick, given by
Paulette Handago Elsey.
October 30
In memory of Mary LoBosco, given by her husband
and family.
November 6 In memory of John Migton, given by the family.
November 13 In memory of Paul Dubowchik,, given by his wife,
Betty.
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November 20 In memory of Maria Kobelka, given by her family.
In memory of John and Mary Dubowchik, given by
Paulette Handago Elsey.
November 27 In memory of Anthony Stefanelli and Olga and
Michael Kostiak, given by wife and daughter, Marie
Stefanelli.
December 4 In memory of Ludmila and Vladamer Koloskov, given
by Natalie Ross and Family.
In memory of Michael Handago’s birthday, given by
his daughter, Paulette.
December 18 In memory of Dorothy Welhorsky, given by her
daughter, Beth Gobeille.
In memory of Zinnovia and Gregory Holovyak, given
by their granddaughter, Zinnie Gillies.
December 25 In memory of Julia and Charles Ramesdorfer, given
by the Cerasuolo Family.

Donations by St John the Baptist Parish
$200 – to St Agnes Food Pantry
$230 – to St Maria of Paris Food Pantry (at Sts Peter and
Paul Russian Orthodox Cathedral, Passaic, NJ)
Generous Donations Made to Our Parish
Chuck Covello, the landscaper who takes care of our
church grounds has donated the spring daffodils and
cedar mulch for beds.
Thank you for the beautiful work you do and for your
donation!
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