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Jesus said to the crowds about John,
“I tell you, among those born of women no one is greater than John the Baptist.
Yet the least in the Kingdom of God is greater than he.”
(Luke 7:28)
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REGULAR SCHEDULE
Saturdays
Great Vespers – 5PM
Confessions after Vespers

of

SERVICES

Sundays
Divine Liturgy – 9:30AM

Feast Days (falling on weekdays)
Eve of Feast Day, Festal Vespers – 7PM
Feast Day, Liturgy – 9AM
Tuesdays
Evening Service – 7PM
Bible Study* – 7:30PM

* both in-person and online

Join our online Book Study group as we read through “The
Benedict Option, a strategy for Christians in a post-Christian
nation.” A very timely book, especially for our times.
We meet online via Google Meet every other week at 8pm on
Fridays.
If you would like to join, simply let Father Aleksey know.

To give online, visit: www.singac.com/donate
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BEING FOUND

by

GOD

Being Found by God
Author: Father Stephen Freeman, a priest of the Orthodox Church in America
(OCA), pastor emeritus of St. Anne Orthodox Church in Oak Ridge, TN.

I was flying into Denver a year or so back to speak at a conference.
Seated next to me on the plane was a very well-dressed Muslim
woman, who looked quite professional in her outfit and her
demeanor. About 45 minutes away from landing, she turned to me
and spoke,
“Are you a Christian priest?”
I was wearing my cassock. “Yes,” I responded.
“I have never met a Christian before,” she said. “Do you really
believe that Jesus is God and that He died?”
I was immediately put in mind of an exam I took in seminary.
It was called the “General Ordination Exam,” and was designed to
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test a candidate’s preparation for ordination. It covered a wide
range of topics and often put them in practical, real-life situations.
One section of the exam was called, “Coffee Hour Questions,” with
very believable, theological questions that one might have posed to
them during a coffee hour. So, this airplane test seemed to fit very
well:
“You are flying into Denver seated next to an educated
Muslim. Explain the incarnation and the crucifixion in a
persuasive manner in under 45 minutes. Go.”
The woman, it turned out, was a medical doctor, from Saudi
Arabia, flying in for a medical conference. She was genuinely
curious and had never had such a conversation in her life. I knew
that I would not only need to answer her question, but deal with
the fact that she had been taught, all her life, things about Jesus
that were simply not true (such as that He somehow escaped death
on the Cross). Islamic teaching on Jesus is a mishmash of
7th century heretical gossip and confusion.
The 45 minutes that followed were not my finest. I gave up
trying to “explain” everything and spoke about the nature of God’s
love and why He would die for us. I was left with a sense of
incompletion. Sometimes you can only sow a seed.
The conversation reminded me of a scene during my 2008
pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Our bus pulled up in the main square
in Nazareth. A huge white banner was stretched across one entire
end of the square, with a slogan written in several languages: “God
has no son.” It’s a verse in the Quran. Of course, the sign was
another way of saying, “Welcome to Nazareth where Christians are
not the majority!”
In a culture like our own, we meet the occasional contradiction.
A city refuses to allow a creche on public property, or a Christmas
concert at the local school has become a “Seasonal Festival,” etc.
We meet people who are hostile to the faith, though most are more
likely to attack the Church than the faith itself.
Not long after becoming an Orthodox priest, I went to lunch
with a Catholic friend. His son had just graduated from Law School

4

BEING FOUND

by

GOD

and joined us for lunch. No sooner had I seated myself at the table
and been introduced than the son asked, “Why doesn’t your
Church ordain women?”
There is never an easy answer to such questions, for the simple
reason that they are not real questions. It is not the cry of a heart that
is seeking the truth, but the cry of a hurt that is seeking to wound.
In the conversation with the young lawyer (I remember Jesus
having a conversation with a lawyer), I remember saying at some
point, “You don’t know God. If you want to know Him, come see
me. I can help with that.” It was spoken in kindness. I wanted to
get past the hurt and speak to his heart. He never came to see me.
God speaks to the world largely in symbol and sacrament. The
direct assault on reason is rarely effective. The truck pictured with
this article (above) used to sit in a parking lot along the main road
from Oak Ridge to Knoxville. The many thousands passing by each
day had probably learned to ignore it. I was always struck by its
question, “Are you saved from the wrath of God?” which implied,
in fine Penal Substitutionary logic, that God saves us from Himself.
All of my life here in the South, I have seen Christian road signs of
similar sentiment. I have never heard anyone speak of becoming a
Christian as a result of these signs (not that it never happens).
Jesus Himself had a poor reception in Nazareth during His
ministry. He was unable to do any great miracles there we are told,
“because of their lack of faith.” They also tried to throw Him from
a cliff. His claims to be the Son of God brought accusations of
blasphemy. Indeed, His miracles (when worked on the Sabbath)
were the subject of condemnation and rebuke.
I could multiply the stories of awkward and failed encounters
in my ministry. I’ve been spat at, flipped off, yelled at, and cursed
(and these were just times in which I was in my cassock). I will not
begin to mention the less than happy emails or unfriendly videos
thrown my way. They come with the territory.
What I will mention, with joy, are the quiet revelations that I
have seen and witnessed, the tears of peace and happiness in the
faces of those who have found the heart’s true home. In very few
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instances have any of those encounters come as the result of
reasoning and speech. Instead, it is as though these events
occurred in their “peripheral vision.”
There is, it seems to me, something of a block that stands
between us and the things we see directly. The heart is too often
on guard and unable to receive what is being given. As such, I think
that symbol and sacrament have a way of speaking “laterally” (or
some way that I do not have words for) such that the heart hears
what the mind (or emotions) reject.
I remember the story a man told about his conversion to
Orthodoxy. He had encountered a wonderful woman, a living saint,
and wanted to rush into the life of the Church. When he
approached her she said, “Yes. Become Orthodox. But wait ten
years.” I was astonished at the story.
Some 15 years before I converted, I met an Orthodox woman
who had been an Anglican nun. I was eager to hear the story of her
conversion. She shared it with me, and listened patiently as I
blathered all of my own thoughts about the “Orthodox” faith. She
said to me, “Stephen, you think a lot! Someday, you’ll think with
your heart, and when you do, you’ll become Orthodox.” I met her
again in the year after my conversion. I reminded her of our
conversation. She did not remember it, nor did she remember me.
However, I had never forgotten.
These moments: odd conversations, signs, symbols, and
sacraments are sprinkled throughout our lives. They are like bread
crumbs leading us into the Kingdom of God. Never imagine that
you fully understand or that the journey is complete. Wonders
abound. May God find us – for we are so often lost!
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If you are in need – be it financially, materially, emotionally, or
spiritually please do not hesitate to talk to Father Aleksey or any
of the Parish Council members. While our “Needy Fund” will not
break the bank, we can offer financial help. We can also cook meals
for each other in case of unforeseen events, and be present and
supportive, even if for a simple conversation.
Donations toward the “Needy Fund” are always welcomed.
Let us grow together in the love of our Lord Jesus Christ.

If you are a regular parishioner, meaning, you actively participate
in the divine services and other events of the parish life, but are not
yet a registered member, would you consider becoming one?
See Father Aleksey with questions about what registered
membership means to the parish and to you.
If you are a registered member, but do not actively participate
in the divine services and the various events of the parish life,
consider stepping up your participation! See Father Aleksey for
ways you can do it.

There is a new and
easy way for you to
support our parish.
It’s called Amazon
Smile. If you like shopping on Amazon.com (and who doesn’t?)
visit http://www.singac.com/amazonsmile to find out how you
can join in on the fun. In short, the way you shop or the deals you
get on Amazon remain the same, but as you are making another
splurge, Amazon contributes to our parish!
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PRAYER CORNER
This space is for your prayer requests.
This is an opportunity for us to pray for
each other daily. Please remember the
names listed below when you pray at
home.

PRAYER FOR THE LIVING

Remember, O Lord Jesus Christ our God,
Your eternal mercies and compassion, for whose sake You
became man and willingly endured crucifixion and death for
the salvation of those who rightly believe in You. You rose
from the dead and ascended into heaven and sit at the right
hand of God the Father, looking down on the humble
petitions of those who call upon You with their whole heart.
Incline Your ear and hear the prayer, which I, Your unworthy
servant, offer You for all Your people as a spiritual fragrance.
Save, O Lord, and have mercy on Your servants:
All Christians persecuted throughout the world;
Everyone suffering from coronavirus, whether spiritually
or physically, emotionally or financially; All those who
are suffering from violence, hatred, and racism; Vladimir,
Daria, Larissa, Marina, Harris, Lukas, Geneva, Richard,
Mark, Vivienne, Irina, Mat. Natallia, Ioann, Katerina,
Helena, Father Aleksey

PRAYER FOR THE DEPARTED

Remember, O Lord, the souls of Your departed servants:
All those who died from coronavirus; Julia, Joseph,
Konstantin, John, Walter, Charles, Victor, Anna, Helen,
Archpriest George Budikoff (served our parish in 1972-1992),
Dorothy, Stephen, Maksim, Vladimir
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Forgive all their sins, both voluntary and involuntary. Grant
them a portion of Your eternal blessings and the delight of
the everlasting and blessed life.
Remember, O Lord, all our departed fathers and mothers,
brothers and sisters, husbands and wives, sons and
daughters, all family members, friends, and neighbors, all
Orthodox Christians who lie here and everywhere in the
world in the hope of the Resurrection and eternal life. Grant
them to live with Your saints in the Light of Your Presence.
Have mercy on us also, for You are good and love mankind.
Amen.
Christians pray for each other and ask each other’s prayers. In
doing this they fulfill God’s command to love one another, and
actualize in a powerful way the fact that they are “members one of
another” in Him (Ephesians 4:25). “For just as the body is one and
has many members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body,” says Saint Paul, “so it is with Christ. Now
you are the body of Christ and individually members of it” (1
Corinthians 12:12, 27).
The body of Christ, which Christians compose as members of
Christ in His Church, cannot be broken by anything. We can sever
ourselves from the body because of our sins, but we cannot be
separated from it by anything else.
The Apostle Paul again says it most adequately, “For I am sure
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39).
- Fr Thomas Hopko, “The Lenten Spring,” page 57
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SPECIAL DATES

BIRTHDAYS

February:
• Nicholas, Christopher, Irina, Raymond, Sonia, John,
Abigail, Martha, Judy, Anatoli, Walter, Michael, Victoria,
Judy, Matthew, Maria
March:
• Nicholas, Tomas, Violet, Eric, Stephen, Justine, Alex,
Eileen, Ruth, Anastasia, Anna, Pamela, Susanna, Amelia,
Ann, Jean, Sophia, Zinnie, Susan, Irene, Jack, Michael, Fr
Aleksey, James
April:
• Peter, Olga, Anna, Elena, Zachary, Harry, Sandra, Tina,
Samuel, Laurie, Christine, Joan
Happy birthday! Many and blessed years!
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SCHEDULE for FEBRUARY – APRIL
* * * The schedule is subject to change * * *
Check regularly on:
www.singac.com & www.facebook.com/StJohnSingac/
FEBRUARY 2

Tuesday

02.06
02.07
02.09

Saturday
Sunday
Tuesday

7pm
7:30pm
5pm
9:30am
7pm

02.11

Thursday

7:30pm
10am

02.12
02.13
02.14

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

8pm
5pm
9:30am

Akathist to Jesus Christ
Bible Study
Great Vespers & confessions
Divine Liturgy
Akathist to Saint John the
Baptist
Bible Study
40th Day Panikhida for Mary
Durkos
online Book Study
Great Vespers & confessions
Divine Liturgy

Feast of the Meeting of Christ in the Temple
02.14
02.15

Sunday
Monday

7pm
9am

Festal Vespers with Litia
Divine Liturgy & traditional
blessing of candles

02.16

Tuesday

7pm

Saturday
Sunday

7:30pm
5pm
9:30am

Akathist “Glory to God for
All Things”
Bible Study
Great Vespers & confessions
Divine Liturgy

02.20
02.21

Fast-free week: Feb. 22-28
02.23

Tuesday

7pm

02.26
02.27
02.28

Friday
Saturday
Sunday

7:30pm
8pm
5pm
9:30am

Akathist to the Mother of
God, “Nurturer of Children”
Bible Study
online Book Study
Great Vespers & confessions
Divine Liturgy

Meatfare week – last week meat is allowed:
March 1-7
MARCH 2

Tuesday

7pm
7:30pm
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Akathist to Jesus Christ
Bible Study

SCHEDULE
03.06
03.07

Saturday
Sunday

for

FEBRUARY – APRIL

5pm
9:30am

Great Vespers & confessions
Teaching Liturgy: the
Proskomedia

Cheesefare week – no meat, dairy still allowed:
March 8-14
03.09

Tuesday

7pm

03.12
03.13
03.14

Friday
Saturday
Forgiveness
Sunday

7:30pm
8pm
5pm
9:30am
12pm

Akathist to Saint John the
Baptist
Bible Study
online Book Study
Great Vespers & confessions
Divine Liturgy
Vespers with the Rite of
Forgiveness

Great Lent: Marth 15-April 23
03.15

Monday

7pm

03.16

Tuesday

7pm

03.17

Wednesday

7pm

03.18

Thursday

7pm

03.19
03.20

Friday
Saturday

7pm
9am
5pm

03.21

9:30am

03.23

1st Sunday of
Lent: Triumph
of Orthodoxy
Tuesday

03.24
03.26
03.27

Wednesday
Friday
Saturday

7pm
7:30pm
7pm
8pm
9am
5pm
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Great Compline with the
Canon of Saint Andrew
Great Compline with the
Canon of Saint Andrew
Great Compline with the
Canon of Saint Andrew
Great Compline with the
Canon of Saint Andrew
Presanctified Liturgy
Panikhida (Parastas)
Great Vespers & General
Confession
Divine Liturgy & children’s
procession with icons
Lenten Small Compline
Bible Study
Presanctified Liturgy
online Book Study
Liturgy for the Memorial
(Soul) Saturday
Great Vespers & confessions

SCHEDULE

03.30

2 Sunday of
Lent: Saint
Gregory
Palamas
Tuesday

03.31
APRIL 3

Wednesday
Saturday

04.04

3rd Sunday of
Lent:
Veneration of
the Cross

03.28

nd

for

FEBRUARY – APRIL

9:30am

Divine Liturgy

7pm
7:30pm
7pm
9am
5pm

Lenten Small Compline
Bible Study
Presanctified Liturgy
Panikhida (Parastas)
Great Vespers & General
Confession
Divine Liturgy

9:30am

Feast of the Annunciation
of the Most Holy Mother of God
04.06
04.07

Tuesday
Wednesday

7pm
9am

Great Compline with Litia
Vesperal Divine Liturgy

04.09
04.10

Friday
Saturday

8pm
9am

04.11

04.13

4 Sunday of
Lent: Saint
John of the
Ladder
Tuesday

online Book Study
Liturgy for the Memorial
(Soul) Saturday
Great Vespers & confessions
Divine Liturgy

04.14
04.17

Wednesday
Saturday

04.18

5th Sunday of
Lent: Saint
Mary of Egypt

th

5pm
9:30am

7pm
7:30pm
7pm
9am
3:30pm
4pm
5pm
9:30am
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Lenten Small Compline
Bible Study
Presanctified Liturgy
Akathist to the Theotokos
Children’s confessions
Teen confessions
Great Vespers & General
Confession
Divine Liturgy

SCHEDULE

for

FEBRUARY – APRIL

04.20

Tuesday

04.21
04.22
04.23

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

7pm
7:30pm
7pm
7pm
7pm

04.24

Lazarus
Saturday

8pm
9am
11am

04.25

Palm
Sunday

5pm
9:30am

Lenten Small Compline
Bible Study
Presanctified Liturgy
Unction (Healing) service
Small Compline for Lazarus
Saturday
online Book Study
Divine Liturgy
Parish Spring Cleanup for
Pascha
Festal Vespers with Litia
Divine Liturgy & procession
around the church with
palms and willow branches

Great & Holy Week April 26-May 1 (strict fast)
Holy
Wednesday
Holy
Thursday

7pm

Presanctified Liturgy

9am
7pm

Holy
Friday

3pm

May 1

Holy
Saturday

05.02

Pascha

9am
5pm
11:30p
12am

Monday

9:45am
10am
9am

Vesperal Divine Liturgy
Matins with 12 Passion
Gospels
Vespers with the Rite of
Entombment
Matins with the
Lamentations
Vesperal Divine Liturgy
Blessing of Paschal baskets
Midnight Office (Nocturns)
Paschal Matins &
Procession
Paschal Hours
Paschal Divine Liturgy
Paschal Divine Liturgy &
Procession

04.28
04.29

04.30

05.03

7pm

Bright Week: May 3-8 (fast-free)
CHRIST IS RISEN! ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕСЕ!
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SCHEDULE for FEBRUARY – APRIL
* * * The schedule is subject to change * * *
Check regularly on:
www.singac.com & www.facebook.com/StJohnSingac/

MEMORIALS

•
•
•

40th Day Panikhida for Mary Durkos – Thursday, February
11 at 10am
For Mary Skrabits & Conrad Skrabits, February 28, given
by Walter Skrabits
For Anna Drelick – Sunday, April 11, given by Carol and
Harry Stryker

HOUSE BLESSINGS 2021

Like every year, but especially in the coming year, house
blessing will be done only by request. Somewhere around
early January, a signup will be posted on our website and
will be sent out to you. If you would like your house
blessed, reply. If not, do not do anything.
PS: I am not scared of traveling, any distance under 100
miles.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSIONS: Father Aleksey is available to hear your confessions every

Saturday after Vespers. We have General Confession on first Saturday of
each month. You can also schedule a confession during a weekday.
Confessions will not be heard on Sunday morning before the Liturgy, but
it is possible to have a confession after the Liturgy.
To every rule there are exceptions, however. If Sunday morning is the
only time that you can come to confession, then Father Aleksey will gladly
hear your confession, as long as you call in advance (as in, before Sunday).

To be a Christian means to live selflessly for the sake
of others, in imitation of our Lord Jesus Christ.
One of the ways we do this is by feeding the
hungry, those who unlike us, for whatever reason, are
unable to afford food.
Saint John the Baptist Church supports Saint
Agnes Food Drive, which is run by St Agnes Episcopal
Church in Little Falls, and we rely on your donations.
If you would like to donate non-perishable foods, we have a collection
basket in the narthex (vestibule), by the stairs to the choir loft. Every bit
counts, and it does make a difference in people’s lives.

Support Saint John’s while shopping for grocery!
Buy the ShopRite shopping cards from us. They are
as good as cash. They do not cost you anything
extra, while ShopRite donates back to the parish 5%
from the amount we sell. These shopping cards are also
accepted at Foodtown!
Please call Vickie Duin at (973) 684-5844, or see her or Julie Riker
any Sunday after the Liturgy. The cards come in the denominations of
$25-50-100.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A message from Saint Anna’s Altar Society:
To all my Elf cookie makers I want to thank all of you for your
donations of supplies time and all the love that went into these delicious
cookies.
And to all of St Anna’s supporters:
thank you for purchasing these cookies
and for any monetary donations which
help us maintain our beautiful altar.
I hope everyone enjoys them and I
expect to hear more great reviews.
All of us at St Anna’s want to
thank you and wish everyone a happy
HEALTHY holiday season!
In Christ,
Vickie Duin

THANK YOU TO…

Doctors, nurses, physicians, and all hospital workers who
heal by the talent given to them by God, and who labor for
the sake of their brothers and sisters in order to alleviate the
pain and suffering of those who are sick.

RETURNING to WORSHIP

If you are ready to return to church, we are basically back to our regular
schedule. There is no fellowship and Coffee Hour at this point. Weekly
Bible Study classes have resumed with in-person and online options.
There is also a Book Study group that meets online only every other week.
To get access to these online classes, email Father Aleksey.
According to the state regulations, physical distancing of six feet,
while in church, is required. Face masks are strongly recommended. You
do not have to kiss any of the icons or the chalice during communion.
There is hand sanitizer available. Communion distribution is also
temporarily adjusted to the current situation. And we are keeping
everything sanitized.

